





Hacny, BeLcium

Heinstert, near Habay la Neuve, Belgium. The weather was damp and
rainy and the air was cold with the chill of winter. Immediate reconnais—
sance was made to locate billets for the Battalion and on 22 October 1944
Company B moved into Habay la Neuve, Headquarters and Service Com-
pany and Company A moved into Hachy along with the Battalion Head—
quarters. A few days later, Company C moved into Hachy.

Our billets at Hachy were a Catholic School. The officers of the
Battalion occupied the front building, and the main building was occupicd
by Headquarters and Service Company, the offices and part of Company
C. The south annex was occupied by Company C and the north annex by
Company A. A large courtyard furnished adequate parking areas and
space for volleyball courts. A large green pasture was used for football
and softball. Message Center was located in a small building near the
entrance to the court yard., Between the main building and the officers’
quarters was a beautiful patio-like courtvard, with a religious statue in

the center, The outlook was very good.
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TrEsTLE BENT BRIDGE, ARLON

Company B began construction of a trestle bent bridge at Arlon, Bel~
gium, over a double-tracked railroad. When completed, on 18 November
1944, it was the highest bridge built in the European Theater by First

Army Troops until that date.

The 299th Engineer Combat Battalion took an active part in the First
Army’s winterization program. The Battalion took over the operation and
production of sawmills in Belgium and Luxembourg, including those in
Habay la Neuve, Suxy, Ste. Marie, Koerch, Mersch, Shockville, Ernzen,
Athus, Breuvanne, Helanzy, Diekirch, Junglinster, Arlon, Esch and num-
erous other localities. A typical example of the daily production of these
sawmills was on 3 December 1944 at which time 53,594 FBM were pro-
duced in a 24-hour period. Lumber stock piles were located in Mersch,

Habay la Neuve, Arlon and Stockem.
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SAWMILL In LUXEMBOURG
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CHAPTER IV

Rundstedt's Offensive

At 1000 hours, 16 December 1944, Staff Sergeant Eldon W. Walker
came into headquarters and informed the Commanding Officer that Ger-
man artillery had been falling in Diekirch, Luxembourg (where he was
supervising the operation of a sawmill) since 0530. The German fire
continued throughout the day. Sergeant Walker was ordered to evacuate
his men. By this time, shrapnel had cut the power line supplying the saw-
mill and one enemy shell had landed in the gateway to the sawmill. During

evacuation enemy aircraft was seen over the town. No personnel of the
Battalion was injured.

On 17 December 1944, all observation posts were manned in accord-
ance with a security plan previously drawn up. Sawmill operation forward
of the Corps rear boundary was stopped. All equipment and mer forward
of this line returned to the Battalion Headquarters. Another Engineer
Combat Battalion was manning a barrier line east of Bastogne running
in a north-south direction from Wiltz to Aselborn. The enemy had brok-
cn thru the front line in the vicinity of Clervaux and was heading in the
direction of Bastogne. Enemy paratroopers wer: reported to have landed
in the vicinity of Wiltz. Later reports stated enemy tanks were in Wiltz,
Luxembourg.
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A strong enemy attack was made in the vicinity of Bastogne and
Martelange, Belgium, on 18 December 1944, VIII Corps and First Army
Headquarters were evacuating Bastogne.

At 1825 hours that evening, Company B of our Battalion moved out
to take up the construction and defense of a barrier line running north-
west from Martelange along Route N 46 to N 15 out of Bastogne. Short-
ly after midnight notice arrived that the Company B CP was located at
Witry, Belgium. Company A moved oirt. At 1415 hours the afternoon of

19 December 1944, a messenger informed Headquarters that the Company
A CP was located at La Vacherie. . 5

Both Companies A and B were to occupy a barrier line extending
northwest from Martelange to La Roche, in conjunction with the 1278th
and 158th Engineer Combat Battalions. Company A began work immedi-
ately on their barrier line. First priority"was given to the Bailey Bridge
on N 4 in the vicinity of Ortheuville, and other bridges nearby. It had
been reported that enemy tanks were in that vicinity. At 1810, enemy tank
and small arms fire was reported near ‘Bastogne. Shell fire was also
reported falling in Bastogne. :

At 1500 hours 19 December 1944, Company C moved out. Its mis—
sion was to remain in support nf Cf“mpanle% A and B. The Company C
CP was located at Vausc

Company A completed thé preparations for demolition of six bridg-
es in their sector at 2029 hours. The southern portion of their sec—
tor had been taken over by elemiénts of the 1278th Engineer Combat Bat—
talion. A patrol sent out from Company ‘A to prepare a bridge for demo-
lition met an enemy armored column’of fourteen vehicles advancing. They
engaged the enemy, possibly knocking out one tank. The patrol aban—
doned two trucks and the men scattered into the woods when capture was
imrriin(ﬁt The patrol leader retur ned to the Companv CP alone at 0145
hour*;._'?(} December 1944 IEnemy action, (:‘ni\ 201[1 of D(,u.mher 194—#
along the northwest end of Company A's barrier, line caused thun to l)lo“
ail bridges except the Bailey Bridge on N 4. Security of the Banlw Bridge
was reinforced by e1ght American tank destroyers. L a2t

‘Company A was relieved at daylight of ‘all blocks north of Route N
26 by elements of the 158th Engineer Combat Battalion and all blocks
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south of N 26 and N 15 by Company C 299th Engineer Combat Battal-
ion, who had been in reserve at Vaux. Company C moved to Morhet, op—
ening their CP at 1600 hours 20 December 1944. Due to enemy action,
the second platoon of Company A was not relieved by elements of the
128t Engineer Combat Battalion.

The enemy attacked the Bailey Bridge at 0930 hours, 20 December
1944, In the ensuing battle, the American tank destroyers knocked out an
encmy tank on the end of the bridge, thus making it an effective obstacle.
A counter-attack by the 158th Engineer Combat Battalion with elements
of Company A, 299th Engineer Combat Battalion attacked, secured the
bridge, destroyed an enemy armored v. hicle, and pushed the enemy back,
opening route N 4 to Bastogne. The second platoon of Company C, 299th
|. gineer Combat Battalion arrived and relieved the second platoon of
Company A on the Bailey Bridge about noon. Company A, less two
< vads stiil missing in action, assembled at the Battalion CP at Hachy
and went into reserve.

On the evening of thc 19th of December 1944, the Battalion sub-
mitted plans to the 1128th Engincer Combat Group Headquarters for a
barrier line from Martelange southcast to Arlon, and east of N 4, a
frontage of about fifteen miles.  The task of preparing and manning the
Larrier was given to elements of the 341st Engincer General Service Reg—
iment at Arlon, who had come under the control of the 1128th Engineer
Combat Group. The 299th Engineer Combat Battalion was to supervise
the barrier and coordinate it with their barrier line to the north. The ex—

ecutive officer was sent out at noon to check the barrier. He returned
about 1800 hours with information that the barrier line was weak, due to
sossible by—passes and fording of streams. He also reported that a
piched battle was in progress just north of Martelange at 1500 hours.
T :is report was confirmed by reports from Company B that they had de—
stroved two bridges in Martelange at 1720 hours and that enemy tanks and
infantry had moved into the town, under the protection of heavy gun fire.
All barriers in the vicinity of Martelange were soon blown, and all per-
sonnel, not already cut off by the enemy, returned to the Company CP at
Witry. Company B was ordered to stand by at Witry as long as possible.

At 1745 hours on the afternoon of 20 December 1944, the 299th
Engineer Combat Battalion received orders to retake the town of
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Martelange. Martelange is located in a deep valley between wooded moun—
tains. A creek flows thru this valley, and highway N 4 runs north and
south thru the town.

A task force was organized into two sections, one under the leader—
ship of Captain Ambrose L. Manion and the other under Licutenant Har—
old R. Jenkins. Captain Manion's force was to attack the town from the
west and Lieutenant Jenkins’ from the south. At 2000 hours 20 Deccmber
1944, Major Kohler, the Battalion executive officer, arrived at the Com—
pany B CP at Witry and found that the task force under Captain Manion
had not yet assembled. At 2330 Captain Manion arrived, and a short time
later the task force was organized. Major Kohler was in charge of coor-
dinating the two attacks. At 0112 hours 21 Deccmber 1944, the force un—
der Captain Manion moved out, established a defensive position on the
outskirts of the town, and sent patrols into the town to obtain strength
and disposition of the enemy. The town was not to be attacked before
dawn.

Lieutenant Jenkins' force, moving up from the south, stoppzd at the
outskirts of the town and sent night patrols into the town. This they ac—
complished very successiuily, obtaining strength and disposition of the
enemy. They did not attack.

- Contact was made with elements of the 552nd Engineer Heavy Pon—
ton Company which was along N 45 in the vicinjty of Trainment. The
552nd Engineer Heavy Ponton Company had a barrier line from
Trainment northwest to N 15, and agreed to stand by their barriers as
long as elements of the task force werc forward of them. Close comiiuni-
cation was maintained between the task force CP at Witry and the Pon-
ton- Company. Meanwhile, Captain Manion planned to attack Martel-
ange at dawn, and a patrol had been sent out to contact Lieutenant Jenkins’
force. Food, medical supplies, and a radio set with operators from the

1278th Engineer Combat Battalion were sent forward with an officer
from that organization. Contact was made only twice with these men.
All personnel sent forward at that time were later reported missing in ac—
tion. It was later confirmed that these men never reached the W itry CP.

Company C was ordered out of their barrier line on the afternoon of
20 December 1944 by of ficers of the 28th Division who occupied that area.
The division did not want any barriers constructed in front of them that
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would hinder their advance. Company C, less the second platoon, assem~
blcd at the Company CP at Morhet and turned in for a rest. About 0200
hours 21 December 1944 Company C was ordered to reinforce the task
foice at Witry with all available men. -

Enroute to the task force CP at Witry Company C's convoy was cut
by enemy action during the night. A platoon officer and one. squad was
dispatched to pick up stragglers. The second platoon of Company. C was
attached to the 158th Engineer Combat Battalion, and was guarding the
Bailey Bridge on N 4 at Ortheuville. They remained there until or—
dered to evacuate. This second platoon of Company C, with elements of
the 158th Engineer Combat Battalion, fought off several enemy attacks,
putting one enumy machine gun out of action. A company officer was
sent back to contact them.

Lieutenant Robert J. Russell of Company B reported in to Battalion
CP at Hachy with four enemy paratroopers that had been captured in the
vicinity of a road block at Remeiville, about 0800 hours. Lieutenant Rus—
sell was given the mission of blowing all obstacles along routes N 46 and
15, and fighting delaying action. He departed from the CP about 0900
hours to locate his men for the job. Upon the approach of German infan—
try tanks, he blew the craters at the road junction of routes N 15 and N
46. His men stopped one tank it a bazookz, and killed at least six of the
German Infantry with rifle fire. '

Lieutenant Russell then ordered his men to withdraw to Rosiere le
Petit, where they were attached to the 28th Division, defending the town.
On 21 December 1944, his men participated in repulsing a German tank
and infantry attack. They were again attacked by infantry and tanks at
1800 hours the same day. At 2030 hours, the division issued orders to

withdraw to Neufchateau.

“The platoon, having lost eight men, reorganized and was attached to
the 110th Infantry and did engineer work with the division engineers for
three days. At 1500 hours 25 December 1944, all men were detached from
the 28th Division and proceeded hack to the battalion CP which was now
at- Malonne near Namur, Belgium, arriving there at 1930 hours..

A report was received at 0930 hours 21 December 1944, that there
were enemy paratroopers at Fauvillers cutting the task force off at
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Martelange. Captain William ]. Bunting and elements of Company C,
299th Engineer Combat Battalion then present at the Battalion CP in
Hachy were sent forward to break thru to the task force at Martelange
and keep the road open. Company C engaged the enemy at 1005 hours,
cleaned out a town, killed at least two, and took four prisoners. Company
C continued its advance toward Martelange. About one half miie outside
of Fauvillers the enemy pinned them down with hcavy machine gun and
mortar fire. The advance party had been cut off. When the encmy began
to close in on the flanks of Company C, the company withdrew to the road
junction of N 45 and 46 at which place thcy reinforced the road block with
half a squad : the remainder returned to the task force CP at Witry,

Orders had already reached the CP at Witry to evacuatc and re-
turn to the Battalion CP at Hachy. A message was sent to the Battalion
CP informing them that the task force had bcen cut off in Martelange and
that armored vehicles were needed to break thru and get them out. Mcan-
while, an officer of the 552nd Engincer Heavy Ponton Company had come
forward to the CP to check on the situation and stated that all was secure
behind us and that he had gotten two tank destroyers to support his road
blocks. Captain Bunting was st back to try and get the two tank de-
strovers to support his company, which now amounted to two platoons,
in the attack on Martelange to break thru and get the task force out. The
tank destroyers refused to assist without orders from their headquarters.
Major Kohler ordered everyone to withdraw and return to their respec—
tive CP’s. The convoy was assemblecd and a patrol was sent back to pick
up the rear guard. In addition to picking up the rear guard. they picked up
the First Sergeant of Company C and two men who had becn cut off just
east of Fauvillers, along with two other men who had escaped. The two
men who escaped reported that they had been surrounded that morning.
21 December 1944, about daylight. and all of the vehicles had been cap-
tured before they could destroy them. The remnants of the task force left
Witry at 1420 hours. At 1100 hours, 21 December 1944, the Battalion

received word to assemble all personnel and proceed to St. Cecil.

Company A had moved out and relieved the task force under Lieu-
tenant Jenkins at 0600 hours, 21 December 1944. They took up defensive
positions at a road block just south of Martelange on route N 4 and re-
mained there until word was received to disengage and return to the Bat-
talion CP at Hachy. They returned to the Battalion CP at 1500 hours.
The executive officer, with remnants of Company B and Company C, ar—
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rived about the same time. The squacls of Company B had returned, and
Lieutenant Russell and 19 eullsted men were stlIl fighting in the vicinity
of thair road blocks.

The Battalion departed from Hachy at 1630 hours, arriving at St.
Cecil at 2030 hours, where the battalion was billeted in two hotels. Major
Edwin R. Perry remained .at Hachy to pick up stragglers, and later went
to Neufchateau to get Lieutenant Russell and his men released.

The Battalion left St. Cecil at 1030 hours on the morning of 22 De-
cember 1944 and arrived at Malonne, Belgium at 1600 hours. Lieutenant
Vernon L. French arrived at the Battalion CP at Malonne at 1830 hours
24 Decamber 1944 after having been picked up by elements of the 4th Ar—
mored Division entering Fauvillers on 22 December. At 1930 hours 25
December 1944 Major Perry arrived, with Lieutenant Russell and 19 en-
listed men.

Captain Steen arrived at the CP in Malonne about 2000 hours 25
December 1944 with Lleutmanb, Donahoo and Seibert. “The survivors of
Captain Steen’s task force had been taken prisoner at Malteliange on 21
December 1944 and ‘evacuated to Bigonville. The Captain was liberated
when elements of the 4th Armored Dwmon retook BrgonviTle on the 24th
of December.

A check of the Battalion on 26 December 1944 revealed the 41 men
missing in action and two others known to have been wounded.

Christmas 1944 was not a very happy one for the Battalion. 24 De-
cember, Christmas Eve, an air raid occurred and the lights throughout the
buildings we occupied went out. Many of us were still jittery from our
ricent experiences and this did not help the situation. During the week
we spent in Malonne, movies weré $Shown ‘and the men of the battalion
were given time to rest up. An'invcritory showed that we had lost 17 ve-
hicles due to enemy action. Our casualties now totaled 188,

Our rest period ended 28 December 1944-when we were relieved of
attachment to the 1128th Engineer Combat Group and attached to.;the,
XVIIT Airborne Corps. On that day we moved out of Malonne enroute
to our destination, Spa, Belgium, which was on the northern flank of the
German bulge. We arrived at Spa late in the afternoon. Companies' A, B’
and C were billeted in various chateaus in town. Headquarters and Ser~

WEowem | SRl 2
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vice Company and Headquarters occupied two large chateaus on the out-
skirts of the town. The wintry days were icy cold and it was difficult to
heat the buildings.

One of the first jobs taken over by the Battalion was the guarding
of seventeen bridges in the vicinity of Spa. This was later increased to
twenty—five. The first night we spent in Spa was disturbed by a heavy,
throbbing, rumbling noise like a huge bus lacking a muffler. This con—
tinued at ten minute intervals during the night. They were buzz bombs!
Many of them barely cleared the tops of the hills about us. Some came
over so low that their outline and blast could be seen thru the heavy snow-
fall. As soon as the sound of one died away, the rumble and sputtering of
another could be heard approaching. Then the inevitable happened.

It was almost 1100 hours on the morning of 30 December. A flying
bomb zoomed thru the wintry sky and down “alley number five™ as the
men in Company C called it. First Sergeant Mitchell and Staff Sergeant
Walker were standing outside their billets when Sergeant Walker looked
up into the sky and shouted, pointing to the bomb, “Look, Mitch, it's do-
ing tricks!” Sergeant Mitchell took a quick glance and fell flat on the
ground. The buzz bomb, whose motor had ceased to run, nosed up into th=

air, then dived to the earth. The shattering explosion wrecked the billets
of Companies B and C. It blew windows and doors out, complete with
their frames. The roofs were knocked off and plaster lay on the floors
throughout the buildings. The bomb had fallen just up the hill from the
two companies. The concussion of its explosion was so great that many
windows in Headquarters nearly a mile away were shattered. Twenty-six

men of the Battalion were injured ; none seriously, however.

While the 299th Engineer Combat Battalion was stationed in Spa.
Belgium, awards were made for gallantry in action during the initial stag-
es of the Bulge,

During this period, the ground was covered with wet, icy snow which
drifted and swirled about the hills. The men were out on the roads cover—
ing slippery places and hills with cinders to prevent accidents. Meanwhile.
our equipment was being rebuilt to T|O strength and we were able to ac-
complish more road work. Plowing roads, removing wrecked vehicles, and
posting signs were added to our engineer duties.
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AWARDING BRONZE STARS

Sra, BELGIUM

While stationed in Spa, we were given the mission of supporting the
Seventh Armored Division. On 15 January 1945, we began hauling parts
of a Bailey Bridge to Malmedy, Belgium. The next few days we rcmoved
mines from road shoulders and swept the road surfaces for mines. On 21
January 1945, Battalion headquarters was at \Va':. Headquarters and

Service Company remained in Spa, Company A was at Waimes, Company
B in Malmedy, and Company C in Boussire. The bivouac areas of Com-
panies A and C and Battalion Headquarters were in the vicinity of Mal-
medy. The following day, 22 January 1945, Headquarters and Service
Company moved to Walk. Also on that day the Battalion was relieved of
attachment to the 1186th Engineer Combat Group, and attached to the

1153rd Engineer Combat Group. About 1000 hours on the morning of
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LLt. CoLoNEL JEWETT AWARDS PUrRPLE HEARTS AT WALK, BELGIU

25 January 1945 a terrific explosion rocked the tiny village of Walk, Bel—
gium, and the only church in the vicinity crumbled to the ground in ruins.
The German vengeance weapon, a flying bomb, had drifted in from the
southeast. Its body swept over the roof of the medical building, knockineg
snow off the roof, and as it glided towards the ground, sheared off a
telephone pole, and crashed sideways into the wall of the church. Two

men of the Battalion were wounded.

The 299th Engineer Combat Battalion was with the Seventh Ar-
mored Division when the town of St. Vith was liberated again, It looked
like a ghost town—wreckage everywhere. The roads around the town
were heavily mined. Men of the Battalion swept the roads and shoulders
with mine detectors before the snowplows could clear the roads. Dy the

first of February 1945, the German bulge had been wiped out.
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St. Virte, BELGIuy
2
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LUXEMBURG
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CHAPTER V

Roer and Rhine

On 6 February 1945 the 299th Engineer Combat Battalion moved
under cover of darkness and secret orders to Lictenbusch, Germany. Lic-"
tenbusch was a small village just inside the German border and in the first
defense of the Ziegfried line. Dragons teeth, tank traps, and pill boxes
were scattered over the fields. Also, at this time the Battalion was relieved
of attachment to the 1153rd Engineer Combat Group and attached to the
1111th Engineer Combat Group. The heavy snows had ceased. Most of
the ground had started to thaw. Heavy rains made the mud knee deep and

a major problem to the huge, heavy convoys moving up for a showdown
on the Roer.

We marked time until 11 February 1945, when we moved from Lic-
tenbusch to Zweifall, Germany. At Zweifall, we were relieved from the
XVIIL Airborne Corps and attached to IIT Corps. During the waiting
period, our work consisted mainly of digging finn drains and removing
mud from the roads. One platoon was taking Treadway Bridge training.
On 15 February the Battalion was relieved from 1111th Engineer Combat
Group and attached to the 1159th Engineer Combat Group. Three days
later, 18 February, we moved out of Zweifall into the Hurtgen Forest.
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SWEEPING FOR MINES, ST. ViTH

Here the men constructed huts and log cabins from ration boxes and logs.
The rain made the dirt roads nearly impassable. However, to counteract
this, a corduroy road was under construction near Hurtgen, Germany.

By 20 February 1945, the battalion had personnel from the 23rd
Armored Infantry, 629th Engineer Light Equipment Company, 460th
Amphibious Truck Company, 284th Engineer Combat Battalion, and the
72nd Engineer Combat Battalion attached for duty and preparations were

made for the Roer Assault. The dams holding back the river had been
demolished by the retreating German troops and the flooded waters of the
Roer were beginning to recede. Daily checks of the depth of the water
were made. Plans were being formulated. On 23 February the date and
time of assault was set at 0500 hours on 25 February 1945, The 299th
Engineer Combat Battalion was to build infantry foot and support bridg—
es for the 16th Infantry Regiment of the First Infantry Division. All the
necessary equipment for the construction of these bridges had been moved

into a factory on the western bank of the Roer.
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CLEARING Svow FroM RoAps, St. VITH

ConstrUCTING Corpuroy Roap NEAR HURTGEN, GERMANY



INFANTRY SUuprPorRT BRIDGE AcCross Roer RIVER

During the night of 24 Februarv, a tcrrific artillery barrage blasted
the entire east bank of the Roer. Our men waited during the night for the
word to go. North of us at Duren the 28th Infantry was having difficulty
crossing the river ; only one foot bridge was in at 0400 hours 25 February.
At 1430 hours that afternoon word was received postponing the operation

for 24 hours.

At noon on the 25th of February, Major Kohler sent word that five
American tanks were in the town on the east bank of the river. There was
intermittent small arms fire. Major Kohler held up the construction of
the bridges until the infantry cleared the area of small arms fire, By 1440
hours, the infantry foot bridge was completed and construction of the in—
rantry support bridge began. At 1600 hours, the second infantry foot
bridge was completed. At 1820 hours, Company C of the First Battalion,

16th Infantry crossed the Roer.
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INFANTRY FooT BripgE Across Roer RIVER

On 26 February 1945, the Battalion CP was located at Kresau, Ger-
many, on the western bank of the Roer River. German artillery shells
were still coming over, but caused no damage. A treadway bridge was
built by Company B at Ludingen. The bridgehead over the Roer was se-

cured, and the Battle of the Rhineland began.

Company A was attached to the 14th Cavalry Reconnaissance Group
on 27 February. During the days that followed, the company took an ac—
2 g 3 ; pan)
tive part in reconnaissance work and the capture of Poll, Ahren, Bodorl,

Tripplesdorf, and Sachtem.

The Battalion was attached to the Ninth Armored Division on 28
February 1945, for the push to the Rhine and the Remagen bridgehead.
As the campaign opened, the Battalion was maintaining roads, sweeping
for mines, and maintaining and guarding bridges. Company B was given

the mission of closely following behind CCA, and Company C was to fol-
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TrEADWAY BRIDGE Across THE RoOErR RIVER

low CCB, Ninth Armored Division. The company commanders of Com-
panies B and C were given orders to replace all treadway bridges with
culverts or Bailey Bridges. This was done as soon as possible, since tread-

way bridge was a critical item.

On 1 March 1945, Company C built two culverts and a seventy—foot
DS Bailey Bridge at Disernich, Germany, to replace three treadway bridg—
es placed by the Ninth Armored Division Engineers that day.

On 4 March 1945, the Battalion CP moved to Geich, and Company
I built a culvert at Wollersheim, replacing a treadway bridge built by the
Ninth Armored Engineers. Road maintenance continued—clearing debris
irom principal roads, sweeping road shoulders and ditches, and filling
craters. Our bulldozers went to work digging gun positions for the 18th

Cavalry Squadron near Weissershem.
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CP a1t KrREUSAU, GERMANY

On 6 March 1945 the Battaiion CP, Headquarters and Service Com-
pany, and Company C moved to a radio station on the outskirts of Euskir-
chen, Germany, Company B was located in Wichternich, and Company A
in Irreshim. We were relieved of attachment to the 1159th Engineer Com—
bat Group, and attached to the 1111th Engineer Combat Group on this

date also.

Company B built a 130 foot double-double Bailey Bridge at Enskir-
chen, across the Erft River, on 7 March. The following morning, 0500
hours, 8 March 1945, the bridge collapsed when crossing tanks failed to
maintain proper interval and one tank struck a side panel of the bridge. It

was replaced by 1945 hours that evening.
German resistance had been crushed between the Roer and Rhine
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BAaiLey Bripoes at Ecskigcirzy



REMAGEN BRIDGE SHORTLY AFTER COLLAPSE



rivers. The forward Battalion CP moved to Reinbach on the afternoor:
of 7 March 1945. Elements of the Ninth Armored Division captured the
I.udendorf bridge at Remagen. The following day Company B moved to
Remagen, Company A moved to Lohrsdorf, near Remagen, and Company
C moved to the vicinity of Bad Neunahr. Construction of ferries was
begun immediately, under heavy German artillery fire, and frequent bomb-
my and strafing attacks. Company B and Headquarters and Servic.
Company moved to Bad Neuenahr on the 10th and 11th of March.
The entire Battalion was billeted in buildings in various parts of the
cit:, cxcept Company A. With the help of the 86th Heavy Ponton
Battalion, six ponton ferries were constructed, work on the ferry sites
continued, and so did the German artillery fire and Luftwaffe activity.
Power boats patrolled the Rhine upstream and down stream, to protect the
bridges from possible floating mines and other dumolitions. Our men
fired at any objects floating near the bridges. Company A moved to Bo-
dendorf, near Remagen. Never before had there been such a concentra—
tion of firepower in such a small area. On 10 March 1945, five men of
Company C were seriously wounded when a German artillery shell hit
near them during construction of a ferry site. Two later died of their
wounds.

14 March 1945, a landing site and launching site tor Dukw’s was
constructed by the Battalion for the 78th Infantry Division. Patrolling of
the Rhine continued up and downstream from the Remagen Bridge.

On 16 March 1945, Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters and Ser-
vice Company and Company C moved to Oberwinter on the Rhine, a few
miles north of Remagen. Company B moved to Kripp, Germany. The
following day about 1000 hours 17 March 1945, the world-renowned Lu-
dendorf bridge collapsed into the Rhine.

The Bridge was undergoing repairs at the time and no military
traffic was using it. At least two ponton bridges and one floating Bailey
Bridge were in use by this time in the bridgehead vicinity, Also several

ponton ferries were operating across the Rhine.

On 21 March 1945, the Battalion assumed the guard and mainten—
ance of the Treadway bridge at Remagen. The Datta'ion also maintained
roads, posted signs, and did engineer work as directed. Company A moved
into Remagen this date and on 24 March Company B moved to Erpel.
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PoxTon BRrIDGE NEAR HONNEF



299tH ENGINEER CoMBAT BATTALION FERRY NEAR REMAGEN

On 24 March 1945, as the sunset cast long shadows over the Rhine
valley, a formation was held on the east bank of the river near Unkel,
Germany, and the 299th Engineer Combat Battalion officially received
the Distinguished Unit Citation (Presidential Unit Citation) as the Corps
Engineer tied a long, swallow—tailed blue silk streamer to the Battalion
Colors.

On 26 March 1945, the Battalion crossed the Rhine to Unkel, stayed
there overnight, and the next day moved into the field along the Reich

Autobahn near Ammerich, Germany. Three days later, 30 March 1945,
the Battalion moved to Hershbach, where several German soldiers surren—
dered to an extremely surprised group of men from the Battalion. The

last day.of this historic month, we moved to the vicinity of Greifenstein.
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BartarioNn RECEIVES CITATION

During the period from 26 to 31 March 1945, the Battalion was re-
lieved of all work on the Rhine, and for the reminder of the month did
general engineer work in the IT1I Corps area. The “‘invincible strength” of

the German military might was broken and the big push was on.

Faster Sunday 1 April 1945, the Battalion attended church services
in a very old chapel on a mountain top overlooking the countryside. The
trees on the hills were cloaked in fine veils of misty green: big fleecy
clouds swept across the blue sky; and their shadows raced from hill to hill.
It was hard to believe that fierce battles were being waged less than an

hour’s ride away.

During the period from 1 April to 9 April 1945, the Battalion re-
mained attached to the 1111th Engineer Combat Group, and performad
engineer duties in the Corps area. On 5 April 1945, we moved from Grief—

enstein to Wolkersdorf, north of Giessen, Germany.
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FixEp BRIDGE AT MESCHEDE, GERMANY

Effective 1800 hours on the 9th of April, the Battalion was given
thz mission of supporting the advance of the Fifth Infantry Division. At
i 1: Jdme, the Fifth Infantry Division was moving in a westerly direction
against the resisting Ruhr pocket. A quarter of a million German troops
were sealed up in the pocket, and they were being constantly pounded by
ariillery and hombers until they collapsed on 16 April 1945.

Lridging was the major item that the division requested. The 29%th
Engineer Combat Battalion installed and constructed seven bridges during
the period from 9 to 16 April inclusive. Among these were a fixed bridgc
at Meschede, Germany, and 80-foot double single Bailey bridge construct—
ed at Laer, Germany, an 80-foot. Bailey bridge at Freienohl, Germany
and a 110-foot triple single Bailey bridge at Oventrop, Germany. In addi-

tion to bridge construction, the Battalion maintained the Division's MSR.
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BaAiLEy BripGge at OVENTROP, GERMANY

Shortly after the bridge at Arnsberg, Germany was completed, one
of the abutments gave way and the bridge collapsed. It was later salvaged

and returned to the Engineer dump.

[n the early morning of 17 April 1945, all available vehicles were
dispatched to the 1159th Engineer Combat Group, and from there proceed—
ed to a forward Prisoner of War Encampment to transport prisoners
from the pocket to Brilon. Thirty—four two and a half ton trucks and
three weapons carriers were furnished. A representative was sent to con-
tact the officer in charge of the Prisoner of War Encampment in Brilon,
to render all available assistance in providing suitable facilities for the
enclosure. Tools for digging latrines and tanks for water storage were

furnished.



CHAPTER VI

Yictory in Europe

On 19 April 1945, the 299th Engineer Combat Battalion was re-
licved of assignment to the First United States Army and assigned to th!
Third United States Army. We had fought clear across Europe with the
First Army, but now the First Army’s task in the European Theater was
completed. It was nearly midnight as the first vehicle of our convoy rolled
onto the road with headlights ablaze and we travelled throughout the night
and the next day. Late in the evening of 20 April 1945, we arrived at our
bivouac area at Herrnneuses near Neustadt, Germany. On 23 April, we
moved to Neuhof, Germany. Routine engineer work continued in the Corps
area. 27 April 1945 found the Battalion in Gunzenhausen, Germany and
threc days later, on 30 April 1945, we moved to Pietenfeld.

The German army had been crushed, the Russians were in Beriin,
and we all knew it would be only a matter of days. On 2 May, the Bat—
taiion moved to Dorf, after crossing the Danube River, and the following
day, 3 May 1945, we moved to Zolling, north of Munich.

At 0200 hours 8 Mlé.}_-' 1945, the German Army, Navy, and Air
Force surrendered unconditionally to the American, British, and Russian
Forces. The evening of 8 May 1945, a C—47 transport flew over our
area. As the men watched it, the plane flicked on its pilot lights and small
glowing lights of red, green, and white showed on the wingtips and tail.
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GERMAN PrisoNeErs AT Forwarp PWE 1xn PockeTr

It was not till then that we realized the war was over, really and trulv.
Huge bonfires were built and tent flaps thrown open to lct out the once
forbidden light. V-E Day at last!

The morning of 11 May 1945, the 299th Engineer Combat Battalion
moved out of Zolling, and after a day—-long voyage on the Munich-Beriin
autobahn, arrived at Gefrees, north of Bayreuth. Here we moved into
buildings. A few days later, billets were found for us in the city of Bay-
reuth, and on 14 May 1945, we moved into them. Headquarters and
Headquarters and Service Company occupied an apartment building,
as did Company C. Company B lived in the remaining sections of the once
beautifully furnished theater. Company A occupied well furnished Ger-
man barracks at Stadt Steinach. In Bayreuth, our main tasks were post-
ing signs on the autobahn, destroying German demolition, supervising
various PW's at work, furnishing equipment for evacuation of dead from
bombed—out buildings, and maintaining roads.
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TransporTING POW’s

On 11 June 1945, the Battalion moved from Bayreuth to Nurnberg,
Germany. This city, once hot-bed of fanatic Nazism, was nothing but a
huge pile of rubble. The main jobs given to the Battalion were the repair
of the Nurnberg Stadium, repair of the Linde Stadium for conversion to
a Red Cross Club, and construction of railroad sidings for Quartermaster
Depot. When Glenn Miller’s band entertained in the Nurnberg stadium,
the 299th Engineer Combat Battalion’s Company A constructed the stage
and decorated it. The red and white cloth used once decorated the stage

for Hitler's pompous paganism.

On 15 June 1945, the first group of men left the Battalion for dis-
charge under the point system. A week later, it was announced that the
299th Engineer Combat Battalion was a Category IV unit, scheduled for
demobilization. All men with less than the critical score were to be trans-
ferred out of the organization, and men with sufficient point credits for

discharge were to be retained or transferred into the unit.
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On 7 July 1945, over three hundred men, most of them men who had
known no other outfit than the 299th Engineers, were loaded into our
vehicles for the last trip as members of this organization.

At this time, too, our Commanding Officer left to assume a higher
command. Despite farewells and departures, the strength and spirit of the
unit remains in the hearts of those men v.ho were the Battalion. Some
day, somewhere, we'll meet again ; until then the 299th Engineer Combat
Battalion, your Battalion, bids vou Godspeed and good luck.
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WHEN DUTY CALLED

We've laid aside our peaceful tasks,
We've packed our kits and gone to war;
We love the things we left behind,

But loved our country even more.

And though we lie in some strange land,
Forgotten, perhaps, by all but God,
We rest in peace because we know
Transgressors’ heels shall never grind
Our country's flag into the dust.

W know hecause we made it so.

—An American Soldier
(Killed in Action)
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HEADQUARTERS
FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY
APO 230

9 May 1945

SUBJECT: Commendation of Major Genera! James A. Van Fleet, 03847,
TO Major General James A. Van Fleet, Commanding General, ITI
Corps, APO 303. :

On this day of victory in Europe I want to congratulate you and the
fighting IIT Corps on the contribution you have made to the defeat of the Ger-
man Army.

From the time your corps joined First Army on 13 February through its
relentless drive to the Rhine, the brilliant hridgehead operation at Remagen
and the reduction of the Ruhr pocket its record has been an outstanding one.
The troops under your command have fought with courage and dstermination.
Your leadership has been forceful and inspiring.

I desire to commend you, youy staff and the officers and men of the units
who have served under you. Please let them know I am deeply appreciative of
their accomplishments and accept my best personal wishes to you and to TII
Corps for continued success.

|s| Courtney H. Hodges

COURTNEY H., HODGES
General, U. S. Army,
Commanding

HEADQUARTERS ITI CORPS
Office of the Commanding General
APO 303, U. S. Army

200 6 GNNLD 12 March 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation )
TO :  See Distribution,

It is a pleasure to transmit to the officers and soldiers of this Corps
the gratification and commendation of both the Supreme Commander and the
Commanding General of our Army:

“THE WHOLE ALLIED IMORCI IS DELIGHTED TO CHEER THE
FIRST U S. ARMY WHOSE SPEED AND BOLDNESS HAVE WON
THE RACE TO ESTABLISH THE FIRST BRIDGEHEAD OVER
THE RHINE. PLEASE TELL ALL RANKS HOW PROUD I AM.”
SIGNED EISENHOWER, SUPREME COMMANDER. TO COM-
MANDING GENERAL III CORPS, COMMANDING GENERAL V
CORPS, COMMANDING GENERAL VII CORPS FROM CG FIRST
U. 8. ARMY, SIGNED HODGES, “TO THE MEN OF THE FIRST U.
S. ARMY WHO WON THIS RACE, I EXTEND MY CONGRATULA-
TIONS. I SHARE THE PRIDE OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER
IN THEIR FINE ACHIEVEMENT.”

Is| John Millikin

JOHN MILLIKIN
Major General, U. S, Army,
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION :
uBn and an
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HEADQUARTERS 1ST ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
APO 1, United States Army
1 March 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation,
THROUGH: Commanding General, IIT Corps, APO 303, US Army.

TO ¢ Commanding Officer, 1159th Engineer Combat Group,
APO 230, US Army.

On 20 February 1945 the 1159th Engineer Combat Group was assigned
the mission of supporting the 1st US Infantry Division in its crossing of the
Roer River. The thoroughness of your Planning and the cooperation enthus-
iasm, and efficiency of your organizations were clearly demonstrated by the
completion of all assigned bridges within thirty hours ‘after leading elements
of the divisions jumped off. The cfficers and men under your command are
to be highly commended for the resourcefulness and zeal which they displayed
in carrying out their vital role in the division’s successful attack. '

|s| William B. Gara
Lieut. Colonel, 1st Engr Combat Bn,
Commanding

HEADQUARTERS III CORPS
Office of the Commanding General
APO 303, U. S. Army
200.6 GNNLD 7 April 1945
SUBJECT: Order of the Day.
TO :  See Distribution.

1. The following Order of the Day from the Supreme Commandar s
nublished:

“TO EVERY MEMBER OF THE AEF. THE ENCIRCLEMENT
OF THE RUHR BY A WIDE PINCER MOVEMENT HAS CUT OFJ"
THE WHOLE OF ARMY GROUP “B” AND PARTS OF ARMY
GROUP “H”, THUS FORMING A LARGE POCKET OF ENEMY
TROOPS WHOSE FATE IS SEALED AND WHO ARE RIPE FOR
ANNIHILATION. THE MOST VITAL INDUSTRIAL AREA IS DE-
NIED TO THE GERMAN WAR POTENTIAL. THIS MAGNIFICENT
FEAT OF ARMS WILL BRING THE WAR MORE RAPIDLY TO A
CLOSE IT WILL LONG BE REMEMBERED IN HISTORY AS AN
OUTSTANDING BATTLE—THE BATTLE OF THE RUHR.
SIGNED, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER.”

2. Contents will be made known to all officers and enlisted men of your
command.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL VAN FLEET:

|s| H. R. Moore
H. R. MOORE
Colonel, A. G. D.
Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION: “B"” and “F”
Non-div units - 2 ea



HEADQUARTERS
THIRD UNITED STATES ARMY
APO 403

GENERAL ORDERS 9 May 1945
NUMBER 98

SOLDIERS OF THE THIRD ARMY, PAST AND PRESENT

During the 281 days of incessant and victorious combat, your penetrations
have advanced farther in less time than any other army in history. You have
fought your way across 24 major rivers and innumerable lesser streams. You
have liberated or conquered more than 82,000 square miles of territory, in-
cluding 1500 cities and towns, and some 12,000 inhabited places. Prior to the
termination of active hostilities, you had captured in battle 956,000 enemy sol-
diers and killed or wounded at least 500,000 others. France, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg, Germany, Austria, and Czechoslovakia bear witness to your exploits,

All men and women of the six corps and thirty-nine divisions that have at
different times been members of.this Army have done their duty, Each de-
serves credit. The enduring valor of the combat troops has been paralleled
and made possible by the often unpublicized activities of the supply, adminis-
trative, and medical services of this Army and of the Communications Zone
troops supporting it. Nor should we forget our comrades of the other armies
and of the Air Force, particularly of the XIX Tactical Air Command, by whose
side or under whose wings we have had the honor to fight.

In proudly contemplating our achievements, let us never forget our heroic
dead whose graves mark the course of our victorious advances, nor our wound-
ed whose sacrifices aided so much to our success, L

I should be both ungrateéful and wanting in candor if I failed to acknow-
ledge the debt we owe to our Chiefs of Staff, Generals Gaffey and Gay, and
to the officers and men of the General and Special Staff Sections of Army
Headquarters. Without their loyalty, intelligence, and unremitting labors,
success would have been impossible.

The termination of fighting in Europe does not remove the opportunities
for other outstanding and equally difficult achievements in the days which
are to come. In some ways, the immediate future will demand of you more
fortitude than has the past, because, without the inspiration of combat, you
must maintain—by your dress, deportment, and efficiency—not only the pres-
tige of the Third Army but also the honor of the United States. I have com-
plete confidence that you will not fail.

During the course of this war I have received promotions and decorations
far abhove and beyond my individual merit. You won them; I as your repre-
sentative wear them. The one honor which is mine and mine alone is that of
having commanded such an incomparable group of Americans, the record of
whose fortitude, audacity, and valor will endure as long as history lasts,

|s| G. S. Patton, Jr,

G. S. PATTON, JR.
General
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During the period 6 June 1944 to 8 May 1945 the 299th Engineer Combat
Battalion received the following awards:

DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION

BRONZE SERVICE STAR
Normandy Campaign

BRONZE SERVICE STAR
Northern France Campaign

BRONZE SERVICE STAR
Rhineland Campaign

BRONZE SERVICE STAR
Ardennes Campaign

BRONZE SERVICE STAR
Central Europe Campaign

BRONZE ARROWHEAD
Awarded all men participating in the initial assault on the
North Coast of France, 6 Junc 1944.

HEADQUARTERS
299TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
APO 403
7 July 1945

TO: Officers and Men, 299th Engineers,

A new assignment terminates my duty with the 299th Engineer Combat
Battalion.

Since 12 April 1943, when I joined the battalion, I have seen our organiza-
tion develop into a seasoned, battle-tested, and efficient unit. The esprit de
corps, and enthusiasm displayed by every member has materially aided our
accomplishments.

On leaving I wish to thank each member for his cooperation and to ex-
press my personal regards by wishing you and the Battalion good luck wher-
ever you may go.

Milton A. Jewett

MILTON A. JEWETT,

Lt. Colonel, CE,
Commanding






Allen, WallaceJ.
Boehmer, Albert R,
Bohnert, Earl
Brown, Claude D. Jr.
Buri, Charles L.

Canavan, Michael J. Jr.
Cartwright, Raymond L.

Cassidy, Albert B.
Czech, Teofil J.
Davies, Carl E.
DeAngelis, Nicholas
Derow, Richard J.

Dorney, Edward L. Jr.

Duquette, Joseph D.
Eichhorn, Ernest A,
Evanoff, James V.
Fatty, Kenneth
Fuilam, Francis W.
Gordan, Stephen
Hettrick, Alvin B.
Hissin, Jacob T.
Hobson, Grover M.
Horn, Lester J.
Indelicato, Leo A,
Isaac, Ronald H.
Johnson, Rexlord L.
Kennedy, Cyril J.

Killijanski, Edward P,

Kurzawski, Alfred F.

Legacy, Thomas E.
Mack, Edgar M.
Maier, John E.
lassenzio, Leo P.
wills, Richard K.

Mirowski, Edward S. ,

Moritz, Robert J.
Morris, Howard R.
Mulvey, John M.
Murphy, John P.
IMeNerney, Bert B.
Machreiner, Arthur J.
Q’Connor, Joseph M.
Paidue, J. T.

Pati, Adolpho
Petoniak, Theodore J.
Phillips, Thomas ..
Pidich, Charles

Prezzavento, Carmelo R.

KILLED IN ACTION
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Redmond, James M.
Kiley, Cyril J.
Robenstein, Wesley J.
Roberts Lawrence A,
Rudolph, Harold H.
Rybak, Leo
Rybarczyk, Raymond J.
Scanlon, William J.
Serivner, Floyd L.
Shimkonis, Joseph J.
Smith, John B.
Snell, Daniel W.
Spinelli, John R.
Stillwell, Harold
Stoehr, Allen J.
Szarletta, Henry
Terryberry, William
Thayer, George E.
Tier, Alfred G.
Webster, Alfred W.
Wendell, George L.
Wendt, William C.
Wenz, Frederick

Wetterhahn, Clarence D.

Whonhart, Francis C.
Works, Bernard J.
Wood, Charles L.
Wylie, Donald H.
Zarro, Alex A,









