AAR# 351 w_

AFTER ACTION REPORT
53RD ARVMD. INF. BATTALICN

" rOURTH ARMCRED DIVISICN

JULY Ly THRUAY 1945 pr—
o Sl el
v N Prie v e
; ,W &

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PRCPERTY OF, AW SHCULD B: RETURNED TC. ,
THZ CLASSIFIED DCCUMENT SuCTICN, INTELLIGERCE DIVISIC!!, S-2,

BUILDING T-5, (T-1782)

. ;‘:;ng

5.
‘i“g“ﬁ\‘» e
1 ‘M

i G




ot

53 A

=D IUFATTRY BATTALICT

AFTZR ACT

TArT
L

RI.(RT3S - July & August 1944

=3



—"‘I ) . £
L . Pl Y :
: e % :
Ve—— T .of = e v

BEADQUARTERS 53RD ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALIONW ' ~16/UUU Yy
APO 254, U. S. ARMY ©

1 Novsmber 1944,

Jus

T0 ¢ Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, AP0 254, Ue Se Army, S

SUBJECT: Action against Enemy, Reports After,

l, In compliance with Par. 10, Change No. 3, dated 9 March to AR 345«105,
dated 18 November 1929, the following report is submitted:

The 53rd pArmd. Inf. Bn., commanded by Lt. Cole. George Le. Jaques, left a
bivouac area 5% miles Southeast of Barnville, Normandy, France at 1157, 17 July
1944 to move to CC "B" assembly area about 5 miles Southeast of Baupe, France,
arriving at 1600 hours, Distance marched 38 miles. At about 1800 hours, Companies
"A", "B" and "C" and the Mortar and Assault Gun Platoons of Headquarters Company
moved forward approximately 5 miles on foot to relieve the 8th Infantry Regiment
in a defensive position Northeast of Perriers, France,

On 18 July at approximately 2100, the Germans made a counter=attack through
Company "B"'s position breaking through and forcing the company to withdraw. The
counter=attack and heavy artillery fire caused the battalion to suffer the following
casualties, 4 killed and 11 wounded. The same night, 2nd Lt., James Duffy, Jr, Coe
"B" was killed in action while inspecting a patrol in the front lines. The 10th and
51st Armd, Inf. Bn's. were alerted and moved up to reinforce our positions. For the
above action total casualties suffered were: 10 KIA, 27 WIA and 40MTA.

The entire battalion was withdrawn at about 1400, 19 July and moved back to
an assembly area 5 miles Scutheast of Baupe, France arriving at 1600. At 1945, the
battalion was again alerted to go back to the original positions to be in CC "B" #é~-
serve, moving out at 2000, dismounted, The battalion remained in CC "R" reserve through
the 27th Julye. '

Oon 28 Judy at 06530 hours, the battalion spearheading an advance to the South
by the 4th Armored Division advanced as far as the outskirts of Coutanse, France at
about 1800 hours meeting light enemy delaying action all the way. Many prisoners were
taksn. On the outskirts of Perriers, France, one of Company "C" halfetracks struck a
land mine destroying the vehicle but only shaking up the orew, The battalion went into
bivouac 1 mile North of Coutance. Still a part of CC "B", the battaliom was engaged
in mopping up the town of Coutance, 29 Ruly, and at 1400, cC "B" with Avranches, France
as our objective, continued the attack to the South, advancing a total of 11 miles,
Casualties were light., DBetween 400 and 600 prisoners wers taken throughout the day.
The battalion went into Wivouac for the night at 2100 near the northern edge of
Avranches. The battalion entered the town of Avranches at 2100 hours. 30 July - Small
clashes with the enemy continued throughout the night, 31 July = The battalion with
the aid of tanks, artillery, air support and hand to hand combat, forced the enemy to
withdraw from the town. Approximately 600 to 700 prisoners were taken, ‘he attack

to the South continued at about 2100, driving about 33 miles South of Avranches &he
battalion went into bivouac at 2300 hours.

For the above period, the battalion suffered the following casualties:

31 XTA, 116 WIA, 21 ¥IA and 39 battle fatigue.

Epemy Casualties « KIA unknown, WIA unknown, Prisoners taken between 1800
and 2000, )

Aug lst and 2nd continued the drive South with Rennes, France as the objective,

At 0130, the battalion under CC "B", after a march of 30 miles bivouaced % mile Worth
east of Betton, France, and remained in bivouac the balance of the day. Reconnaissance
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found the city of Rennes to be heavily fortified with troops and fortifications., On
3 Aug. the battalion minus "A" and "C" oompanies was shifted under CC "A" control
and left Betton to by-pass Rennes while the 8th Infantry Regiment took over our pose
ition., Companies "A" and "C" were attached to the 37th Tank Battalion on another
mission, CC "A" by-passed Rennes to the West and South, with the mission of seizing
the airport South of the city. In the vicinity of Crevin, the battalion ran into a
little enemy opposition. The encirclement of the city of Rennes caught the enemy
completely by surprise. Several enemy vehicles were caught on the main road just
North of Bain De Bretagne and were destroyed. The battalion went into bivouac in the
vicinity of Crevice. Four outposts were established about 2 miles to the north of
the Battalion CP, strategically located so as to block the routes of any enemy withe
drawal from Rennes, France.

4 Aug, word was received by battalion that the 8th Infantry Regiment with
attached units had taken Rennes, and also that Company "A"™ with the 37th Tank Battalion
and the F.F.J. had taken the oity of vannes, France.

on 5 Aug, the Battalion Commander, Lt. Cols. Jaques received orders from CC "A"
that the battalion (="A" and "C") as a part of a task force was to proceed to Vannes,
France and clean out any enemy there, _he Task Force consisted of A/37, B/53, Bn H &
Fq Co/53, A/24, 66 PA, ¢/10, 704 1D Bn f-1 Co) and Sv/53,

e Units of the 8th Infantry Regiment relieved the battalion in the vicinity of

" Crevine The task force left bivouac area at 1415, mission accomplished at 2000, Little
opposition was met and arrived in bivouac 3 miles North east of Vannes at 2230, Ome
platoon from the battalion wasalerted to stand by to work w th CA Officer in Vanmes,
however, only the officer was nseded.

6 Aug, the battalion remained in bivousc area 6 miles Northeast of Vannes,
sending out the Reconpaissance Platoon to patrol a large airfield, the enemy had
abandoned about 6 miles Northwest of our position. ,_The buildings and hangers had been

" destroyed but the runways were in good condition. Ihe next few days the battalion
(="A" and "C" Cos.) Was given a mission of protecting Divisions rear area and outposting
Vannes and Auray. Very little enemy activity.

At 1130 14 Aug, the battalion (="A" & "C") left area in the vicinity of
Vannes and under control of Reserve “ommand, marched to a bivouac area 3 miles East of
Vergonnes, arriving in the areast 1830 hours, travelling 86 miles without encountering
any snemy. The next morning the battalion left their area for another march to St.
Calais, France. On the march, detoured around several bridges that the enemy had
blown up arriving at a point lé-milos West of St. Calais at approximately 2200, trave

elling a distance of 113 miles, meeting no opposition. Remained in this area until
161300, at which time Regan a 30 mile march to an area 5 miles Southwest of Vendome
arriving at 1600. Companies "A" and "C" rejoined the battalion in this area at 1800,
16 August, coming up from the vicinity of Lorient, France.

The battalion was alerted at 0700 18 Aug as part of CC "B" and to be ready
to move within an hours notice. Left the area at 1230 and marched to an area in the
vicinity of the eastern edge of La Loupe, arrived at 1900, travelling 81 miles. Wo
accidents or ensmy encountered, Remained in this area until 20 Aug at 1000 when the
battalicn resumed the march (still under control of CC "B") to an area one mile South
west of St. Laurent, arriving at 1700, travelling 91 miles. At 2000 the battalion
was transferred to control of CC "R" and Co. "B" was given a mission to outpost a line
from Blois to Reaugency. One platoon was sent to Blois, one to Mer and one to Beau=
gency. *he platoon at Blois reported small arms fire from the south bank of the Loire
River throughout the night.

Company "A" was ordered out by CC "R" to outpost a line from H‘ung Sur Loire
north to the town of Preau on 21 Aug at 1930, Company “C" was alerted to stand by
for orders from CC "R".

On 22 August the Assault Gun and Mortar Platoons of Hq. Co were ordered to
the vicinity of Mer., departed at 1500 with mission of firing at a few scattered tar=-
gots that were harassing our troops from across the river, Results of the mission
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were very satisfactory.

25 Aug at 0715, the battalion under CC "R" left the vicinity of St. Laurent
and marched to an area about 4 miles north of Villeneyve., No accidents or enemy one
sountered. Yistance travelled 124 miles, The 26th and 27th of August were spent in
assisting CC "A" and relieving the 1l0th Armored Infantry Battalion in Troyes, with the
mission of clearing out the oity of enemy and to outpost and guard all approaches to
the oity. Casualties were light. Many enemy were taken prisoner. At 2030 27 August
a part of the 35th Division relieved the battalion. ‘he battalion was given the mis=
sion of taking the tommn of VitryeLe-Francois approximately 40 miles Yortheast of
Troyes, stopped for tha night about 10 miles Northeast of Troyes. Continuing the march
at 0700 28 “%ug on Vitryel®s-Francois, arriving at the outskirts of the town at 1100
hours meeting very little opposition up to this point. Reoonnaissance showed the town
occupied by enemy., Companies "A" and "B" orossed the Marne River by wading end seizéd
the highground Yort: of the town. The battalion (= Co. "C" who was attached to the
37th Tank Battalion and assisted in the capture of Marson at 2000) set up a defensive
position on the northern outskirts of town. An undetermined mumber of enemy were killed
and taken prisoner. 4 good number of vehicles were captured or destroyed.

The battalion area was shelled throughout the night from the city of Vitry-
1e~Francois. The 29 Aug orders were r ecieved from CC "A" that the battalion would proe
ceed to St. Dizier to an assembly area there, At 0700, 30 Aug, the battalion left
area 2 miles North of Vitry=1e-Francois, Near the West edge of St. Pizier, the advance
guard came under A/T. artillery and small arms fire and at 0916 tanks and artillery

were brought up into position. ©Large calibre AA guns were located in a large airport
just West of town and were brought under fire by our Division Artillery. “he prtillery
Liaison plane reported about a battalion of enemy in the vicinity of Villers=Eu=Lieu
and artillery was brought down on this area. fanks and Infantry were then sent in to
olear the village. Many vehicles and guns were destroyed with many enemy killed and
a good number of prisoners taken, the balance withdrawing to the East, The battalion
then wutposved the town and airport and awaited further orders, )

51 Aug at 0900, the battalion left the bivouac area lj miles North of St.
Dizier with the mission of advancing to the East and seize the town of Commsrocy and
to establish a bridgehead across the Meuse River, encountering very little resistance
on the march to the objective. Arrived in Commercy at about 1700 and went into bive
ouas 2 miles North of Vignot at 1500, An enemy column of foot troops was observed
passing through Boncourtegur=Meuse going East. 4rtillery fire was brought down on
this column with very good results. Approximately 60 locomotives and 20 box cars con=
taining enemy e quipment were captured atdisrouville, he area around BoncourteSure
Mouse and the area just east of Commercy were outposted by the Battalion.

Total casualties for the period 1 - 31 Aug: & KIA, SMTA, 28 WIA and 23
battide fatigue.

Enemy losses unknown because of the rapid movement of the battalion, however,
an estimate of between 800 and 1000 prisoners were taken,

2. I certify that all maps, overlays, messages and documents in all of the
above action were either destroyed or lost through enemy aotion,

For the Battalion Commander
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HEADQU ARTERS 53RD ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION 0 y
APO 254, U, S. ARMY “’”’z/}/

7 November 1944. O ¢

SUBJECT: Action against Enemy, Reports After,

TO 3 Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, AP0 254, U. S. Army,
la In compliance with Par. 10, Change No. 3, dated 9 March to AR 345=105,
dated 18 November 1529, the following report is submitted;

1 septomber the battalion was still outposting the area around Boncourte3ure
Meuse and the area just east of Commercy, France, At 0800, an enemy column was obe
served going East through the town of Boncourt=Sur-ifeuse, Artillery fire was brought
down on the road with very good results. Artillery and Headquarters Company Assault
Guns fired on enemy concentration points in the town of Boncourt all morninge Four=
teen (14) planes (ME 109ts) straffed and bombed our positions at 1300, 8everal case
ualties were suffered by Headquarters Company and the Medical Detachment fram 88mm
fire. Friendly P-47's located enemy artillery that had been shelling.our rear areas
all day and enemy troops, straffed them at 1600, It silenced them., Heavy fighting was
going on in Boncourt=Sur<Meuse, ‘he 80th Infantry Division attacked the town from
the West inflicting heavy casualties,s The enemy withdrew to the East.

On 2 September the 80th Infantry Division took over our positions and moved to
occupy ths high ground 1 mils South of Gironville braddening ;ur front and at the same
time giving us contrcl of all the high ground in the areus The battalion as part of
CC "A" continued to hold the high ground around Boncourt=sur-Meuse and Commercy until
11 september at 1800 at whioch time orders were received that CC "A" would move in t'°er'
task forces to proceed to an assembly area in the vicinity of Pagney=Sur-Moselle, 5
The battalion in Task Force Jaques left area 1 mile south of Gironville (1800 hours) £
and arrived in the assembly area 2 miles West of Vieville=En~Haye at 200 hours, Dis=
tance marched 20 miles. The Machine Gun Platoon of Headjuarters Company and one D
platoon of Company "A" was sent to Pagney-Sur-Moselle, sits of a proposed crossing of £
the river (Moselle) to protect the Engineers while they put in the bridge.

12 September the Engineers and the two platoons protecting them were under heavy
enemy mortar fire all night (Monday Night) rreventing them from building the bridge.
Received word from ¢C ™A™ thet Task Force Jagues would remain in position all daye
Company "B" sent one platoon to relieve the platoon of Company "A"™ at the river at
1200 hours, At 1500 a change of plans was received from CC “A". The battalion (=Co B)
would move to Dieulouard, France where the 80th Infantry Division had forced a crossing
and erected a bridge erly in the morning. After crossing the entire Combat Command
would proceed East to Chateau Salins and South to an assembly area to be designated
latere From thers, three task forces would b® organizsd to block the main roads
leading East from Nancy, France.

1eft bivonac area two miles West of Vieville-En~Faye at 0500, 13 September,
minue Company "B", detachad to Task Force Abe. Enroute to the bridgehead, word was
received that the enemy hLad counterattacked during the night and had blown two of the
three bridges at Diwulouard,

Task Force Abe proceeded across the remaining bridge and drove ths enemy from
the high ground. Task Force Jaques followed:and continued through Bezeaumont and St.
Genevieve, France and Wwivouased for the night 1 mile Southeast of Lemoncourt arriving

g smt— )3
/%J\\ ‘




at 200 hours. Distance marched 37 miles, Wé-Xdgler being under light artillery and
morter fire. Company "C" captured 10 prisoners and one vehicle. Campany “A" cape
tured 7 prisoners.

At 1000 hours, 14 Septomber the Assault Gun Platoon was given a mission to fire
on an enemy column approaching our position from the South in the town of Jallaucourt.
In this area, Company "C" destroyed one armored car and 1 motorcycle.

The battalion commander, Lt. Col. Jaques attended a meéting at CC ™A" and recdived
orders to have his task foroe ?roceed to Sallonnes to cut off the railroad and roads
leading from Chateau Salins. “he battalion (=~ Co. "B") left the bivouac area 1 mile
Southeast of Lemoncourt at 1730 hours and arrived in bivouac area 1 mile North of
Arracourt at 2000 hourse Original mission being changed by CC "A"™ with a new mission
of occupying high ground in the viocinity of Arracourt, cutting off the routes of ese
cape from Nancy, France when the 35th Infantry Division attacks the city 15 September.

15 September Headquarters Compeny outpost captured 10 prisoners during the night.
At 1046, company "A" brought in to the MR inclosure 200 more prisoners, capturing
them at crossroads 1 mile North of our position. At 1400, Company "A" engaged an
enemy column of 95 vehicles, both combat and general purpose. ‘he column was located
on a road running through Forest of Bezange La Grande, 194 prisoners were taken and
one enemy was killed,

16 September, Campeny "A", 10th Armored Infantry Battalion joined the battalion
to replace our Company "A" that had been sent to join Task Force Abs. The battalion
8t11l blocking the roads from Nancy. The period 16 September %o 25 Septémber -was
spent holding the high ground around Arracourt, France, Not much action excspt for
cleaning out Forest Bezangs La Grande and another gmall woods that enemy troops €s=
caping from Nancy were infiltrating through. A couple of German Infantry and Tauk
counter-attacks were repulsed,

The period 26 Ssptember to 30 September in a dug in defensive position on high
ground around Arracourt, ‘he town of Moyenvic, France seemsd to be a German concen=
tration point and caused the battalion a good number of casualties. Artillery, mortars
and dug in takks used as artillery were the main sorce of trouble from Mogenvic.
Occasional enemy patrols tried to penetrate our lines at different points, but with
no SuvCess,

During the period 1 to 30 Septemter, the following casualties were suffered by
the battalion and inflicted on the enemy.

FRIENDLY
Personnsl - Vehicular end Weapons.,
€ Yllled in pction 1 3tondx4 9 MG's .50 Cal.
5 Yissing in Action 1 F/7 M3A1 2 MGt's .30 Cal,
40 Wounded in Action * 1 Trailer Ammunition M10 7 SMG's .45 Cal,
74 (Battle Fatigue, 4 Rocket Launchers 8 Rifles M1 Cal. .30
Sick Non Battle) 4 Carbines. 1 60mm mortar

2 8lmm mortars.

411 ENEMY (Estimated)
39& Prisoners cf War 370 xilled,
Vehicles Captured Vehicles destroyed
3 Red Cross trucks 1 Truock 10 Trailers
2 Red Cross Ambulances 3 Armored Cars 48 2% tont rucks
2 2% Ton truocks 14 Motorcycles 9 Staff Cars.
3 Sedans 2 Misc. Vehicles 4 Wagons
3 biocycles 40 Sedans 4 Buses
1 motorcycle 10 Panel Trucks 30 bicycles
2 .50 Cal MG's (US) 1 20mn AA Gun 1 75mm Gun
2 Airplane Engines (US) 1 88mm Gun 1 MK VI Tank ,
y
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Awards issued Septs

Silver Star Bronze Star
Capt Roy C. Breaux Co "c" Capt John R, Finnegan Co "A"
Capt Hosah Holloway Med Det Capt Robert R. Volz Bn Hq
Pvt Peter Patera Med Det lst Lt John P. Petrelli Co "c"
Maj. Henry A. Crosby Bn Hq T/Sgt Manual Figuiera Bn Hq
Tec 5 Lester Burns ¥ed Det S/bgt Edmond J. Saintignon Med Det
Tec 4 Marcus Watson Med Det Tec 5 Benjamin Westenzweig Bn Hq
Tec 5 Edmond W. Andres Bn Hq
Pfc  Harold Mongold Bn Hg
Pfc Peter Vukadinovioch Bn Hq
S/Sgt Joseph Kreise Co "C"
S/Sgt Frank Flym Hq Co
Tec 5 Glen Dickens Med Det
Pfo William Sorenson Co "c"
Capt Luther Keller II Bn Hq
lst 1t Ervin W, Smith Hq Co
T/Sgt Arthur W. Pugh Co "c"
/ 8/Sgt John G. Teffenhart Co "A"
sgt Jumes Wheten Co "A"
Pfo Frank D, 2icker Co "A"
Tec 6 Joseph Russe Med Det.

The period 1 October-7 October the battalion still in a defensive position Lolding
high ground around Arracourt, France. he night of 7 October the 10lst and 1C4th Infants
ry Reziments moved into our positions, "On the 8th of Ootober all elements of the bate
talion were relisved by the above regiments of the 26th Infantry Division ard moved to
the vicinity of Bezange lLa Grande and held under CC "A" control as mobile reserve to
assist the 26%h Infantry Division. From 8 Ootober to 18 October gtill under cC ®A"
mobile reserve in vicinity of Bezange La Grande. During this period passes to 5% of
the command to visit Nancy.

On 19 October the battalion was given the mission of gumrding bridges in Nancy,
Laneuveville, and St. Nicholas. The companies were moved as follows= Company "A" to
Laneuveville to guard 4 bridges; Company "B"™ to S,. Nicholas to guard 4 bridges and
Company "¢" to Nancy to guard 5§ bridges. Battalion Feadquarters and Headquarters
Company moved to Lenoncourt. ‘he battalion remained as above until the evening of tho
26th when Companies "A", "B" and “C" were relieved by the 25th Cav. Rec. Bn..

Company "B"™ moved to an assembly area 1 mile west of lsnmoncourt. Company "A"
was attached to CC "A" and moved to an assembly area 1 mile North of Remerville.
Company "C" moved to Haraucourt and was attached to CC "B". Headjuarters Company and
Battalion Readquarters remained in Lenoncourt,

The battalion (&=Co "A" & "C") was ordered undar control of CC "R" 31 October.
The period 28 = 31 October was utilized by Co. “B" and Hq. Co with the aid of the 24th
Fngineers in training in attack of a fortified position.

For the period 1 =~ 31 October the following casualties were suffered by the
battalion and inflicted on the enemy

FRIENDLY
Personnel Bquipment
2 Killed in Action 7 Carbines, Cale. .30 K1
10 Missing in Action 1 Ppistol, Auto, Cal, .45 ¥1911)1
15 Wounded in Action 1 Rifle Cal,¢30 M1903=p4 (Snipers)

88 Sick or Injured (Non Battle)
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ENEMY (Estimated)
2 Prisomers of War 69 ¥illed or Wounded.

Awards Issued October 1944,

STILVER STAR BRONZE STAR
T/Sgt Edward J. McCormack Co "B" Maj John G. Hughes Bn Hq
2d Lt Ivan D. Green Co."B" Capt Reno Bitzel Bn Hq
Tec 5 John Dankoff pec Det Capt Stanley W. Sampson Bn Hq
e Edward E. Hasenbuhler Med Det Capt (lifton E. Blackburn Hq Co
Pfc Elvin Bean med Det Capt ‘homas E. Pell Coe"A"
Tec 5 Lyle Francds Macd Det Capt Alfred J. Owen Co "B"
Fvt Lyle Vincent Med Det Capt Roy C. Breaux co "c"
Capt Arthur W. Barbart sv %o
Capt Mortimer I. Ironson ¢
lst 1t Alfonso Zawadski Sv Co
OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO BRONZE STAR WOJG Ronald Plews sv Co
W0JG Leo A. Dzialowy Sv Co
lst Lt, Robert F. Everson Co "B™ 1T/Sgt Foy R. Bouknight Co my"
8/3gt Anthony Laurino Co "A"
Sgt  Raymond Cooper Co "g"
Pfe  Riochard Pomager Co "CY
Tec § Edward Lsmme Wed Dat

2. Attached hereto S-2,3 Journal for period September 27 to 8 Octobers NoO
mossapges available, Operationsconducted by radive I certify that all maps overlays and
documents for the above period were either destroyed or lost through enemy actiona

For the Battalion Commander:
égﬁg?“rr' ,
Capt., 53rd Armd? Tnf. Bn.,
1 Incl; $=2,3 Journal. Adjutant.
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IRAD YIAPTERS 53FD ARMORED INFANTRY RiTT 1T I
APO 254, U. S. Army

3 December 194L.

SURECT: Action against Gnemy. Pevorts after, /Aﬁﬂ' 0ch

TO + Commanding General, Lth Armored Division, APN 254 11,5, Army,

1, In commliance with Par, 10, Chanee Mo, 3, dated © ‘firch to P 3.5~

105, dated 18 Nove ther 1929, the followines revort is submitted:

1 November the Rattalion (-i & C Co,) still »nder 7P contrel was
in a sort of training area in the vicinity of Lenoncoirt, ard remained so

until 10 November when it was mut on a 1 howr alert, "wrings tre above nerixd

nothing of an unusual nature took nlace, The Companies carried out training
in the att.ick of a fortified position,
On the 11th of Mowe=mber the Rittalion (-4 & G Co.) moved from the

vicinity of Tenoncourt to Chiteau-Salins, with the miscion of outvrosting the

city, under control of CCR, remaining on this mission umtil 20 YNovember,
During this period Co's 4 # C returned to Rattalion control and nlans were
made for our next move, This period was mainly devoted to reoreanization
within the Rattalion and refitting of gquipment lost, 18 lovember the

R.ttalion received a troop list chuneing from COR control to ONF control und
showing the orsanizuitions that were to be a part of 7P and Task Force .Jaoues,

Task Force Jadques under command of the Tattalion Comminder consisted »f the
53rd Armd Inf ®n, B Co. 8th Tank Bn,, C Co, 25th “av,, Sect 24th Tngineers,
plus 704, Sect L29th AK, 253rd ‘rmd ¥\ Bn,(-1 Batterr), 1 Section of 126th
Ordinance ‘mirmtenance ™attalion, 1 Section of R Go, LAth \rmored 'edical
Battalion, This Task Force was to be held with 2n® in 7orns Peserve and to
move only on Corvs orders in direct supnort of the 26t- Tnfartrr Nivision,
On the 2th ot November the Task Farce with 7°R was ordered to
move on to Amster, 11l wert well and the Task Force moved in one colamn
urtil it arrived in the vicinity of ‘fttersheim where eremyv onnosition

was met and overcome, The Task Force continved the adva-ce to Virrbers where

very stiff opnosition was met the mornine of 24 "ovem»er. ~learing that
situation up by 12230 hours and comtinued on toward ~uerendorf, Tetween
Kirrberg and Ruerendorf the Task Force was engi-ed in z bitter fire ficht
and by evenineg this situation was cleaszed ur and the to'n of Ruaererdorf was

outnosted for the night, During the night the outrosts ere 'mder constant enemv

shelling,

On the 25th of November the advance was continued toward “cschwiller,

The same situation existed in the taking of Ts=chwiller, " the 26th the

advance continued toward Evwiller - with the mission of ssceurine snd holdine
the hish eground to the north of the tovn, Tnem~ resistarce was verr stiff, 'ost
of the casualties suffered were fromenemy wtillerv =nd exrosure, Thz weather

w3t foepy and rainy, visibility verv voor, The mission was accomnlished by
morning of the 27h.
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From the 27th Jhrough the 30th the T rce ..ntimued its advance
tikine the town of Nere and "hal meeting fieece enemy resistance and owvercoming
it,, Fierce fire firhts und close in fichting took vlace in both tovns and the
gk Toree finally on the 27th of povember accomnlished its mission of seizing
and bolding tne high ridees north of Thul,

i Jaring the above veriod the following awards were nade to members
of this rattalion,
mAN7E STAR

Tt, tol,, George T, Janues (rattalion Commander )
lst Tt Herbert % MNofziger (Liaison Officer)
lst gt Sdward ® Conkle 6308883 C Co
rfe Charles * Rurnell ‘32073685 C Co
/gt Tireil !. Tshleman 37524657 € Co
S/t ™uford !t Femass 35LL9660 € Co
< /St "illiam > Cordle 23132131 L o
T /S Yerbert 7, Tneersoll 22041895 R Lo
T8 Navid R Yerman 35104150 B Co
Total nsuwalties for t e 1hove meriod:

'W:'.' "(\$v-"7:? ook} ’.",A‘IT‘mT‘V t,"' ?/TYTT\‘F"‘TFT‘
PINGOAT T 3L T 171 ton Lxk
T 135 L~ Half Tracks
Niczrse ) 223 1- 2 172 ton éx6
Thttle catiene ) 1~ ambulance

motal TR
PEMY JIRIN IS
BES OMNBL I WeT

e 12 L= Tanks (3 "k Vs)

Ty = UTL 168 (est) 2- Trucks (1 ton or better)
3« A\/T guns

1~ *fachine gun
1- 20 M duel purpose S P (Dest.)
1- 20 "o AA eun (Dest.)
1- 40 7" gun (Nest, )
?. Inclosed S=7«3 Journal, ‘essaces, overlays and CP lists, ‘ans
qre still reine nfed und will he submitted uvon comrletion of nresent operations,

For The TRattalion Commander:

Cof
., 577d 1 Inf ™n,,

id futant

fart

¥ Incl, Battalion Upeeations Jovrnal
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R 2 B o ) Ffd
HEADQUARTERS 53RD ARMORED IRFARTRY BATTALION  ° /
m 254! Uo S. m

1 Jaxuary 1948

SUBJECTs After Aotiom Report.

J

TO. 1 Commamding Ganeral, 4th pArmored Divisiom, APO 264, U. S. Army.

1, Om 1 December,1944 the battaliom umder CC "B" was engaged im ution againmst
the ememy inm the vioinity of Thal, Framee. 5Snemy contaoted here were idemtified |,
as the lst Panzer Co of the 2b6th Pamter Divisiom. This informatiom was obtaimed
from prisomers ocaptured in the vioimity. At 0925, 2 December 1944, the battalion
attacked advamcing along the West edge of the woods Esst of Rimsdorf, comtimuimg
yorth. The objective (Rimsdorf) was takem by 1250 and the compamies were givea
the missiom of holdimg the high grouad North of the towam until further orders.

2. At 0300, 4 December 1944 the battalion was transferred from GC B to -
CC A and given the mission of attacking Domfessel, outpostimg it while the Em~-
gineers build bridges across the railroad and river, then pushing om to their -
objective, Hill 332, South West of Dehlingem. The attack started at 0930, 4 <
December 1944, proceeded by a 30 minute artillery preparatiom om the town. By
. 1300, the town had been taken and 128 priscmers captured. Om 5 December 1944,
the battalion attacked Fill 332, South West of Dehlimgen. The objective was
taken by 1300 and positioms oonsolidated. At 1000, 6 December 1944, the Battaliom
CP was moved up to Dehlingen. 0m 7 December 1944, ths 12th Armored Pivisiem
relieved our units in their presemt positioms and the battaliom was pulled bask
to en assembly area im the vicinity of Thal, FPranoce. At 10165, 8 Desember 1944, <
the battaliom moved fram Thal to an assembly area at Bispings Framce. tanee o -
travelled 17.5 miles. All the troops were billeted in towm. ) X

S. During the period 8 to 18 December 1944, the battaliom was in a rest pere
iod at Bisping, Franoce, KNew replasements received trainimg im orew drill, ex-
ternded erder drill, also firimg of M1 rifle, mortar end carbimes. Tthe rest of the
personnel were engaged im maintemance of wehiocles and weapomse Om 14 December 1944
Major Gemsral Rugh 8. Gaffey visited the battalion CP and presented 9 RBromze Stars
1 Bromze Osk Ieaf Cluster to the Silver Star and 21 Qertificates of Nerit to por-
somnel of the battaliom,.

\
4. At 1130 om 19 December 1944 the battaliom moved out from Bisping umder
© CC "A" emroute to Luxembourg. Tis battaliom arrived at Momt gt Martim, Luxembourg
at 0300, 20 December 1944, Distanoe travelled 112,35 miles. Remained here wmiil
1610 at whioh time the battaliom moved to Chatillom, Belgium. Arrived im Chatillom
at 1600, Uigtance travelled 9 miles. CP was set up in sohool house there. 'The
Battalion had the missiom of outpostiag Chatillom, a1l day of the 2lst and rever-
ted from oomtrol of CC "A" to Reserve Command at 1800 this date. At 0800 om 22
Desember 1944, the battaliom moved from Chatilloa to Loermieck a distamce of 6.2
miles. At 1345 the battalioa left lLoernick and arrived at Bommert at 1410. Dig-
tance travelled 6.1 miles. On 23 December 1944, the battalion, under Reserve
Comaend had the missiom of clearing out the tm of Flatsbourhof, thus aiding the ~A
" advance of CC "A". By 1230 ome company of tanks smd ome campsmy of imfantry had
-fought their m through Flatsbourhof, tbuthe high grousd Nerth of thn tomn and r}
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wore readv to begin the attack om Bigomville by 1430. iwo infant¥y companies ad-
vanced on Bigonville with two tank companiss in support. Compamy "B" was held in
reserve. At 1700 the attacking compamies were meeting heavy resistence and due

to darkness all umits oonsolidated their present positiom for the night, ready to
continue the attack in the morming. At 0745, 24 December, the battaliom, with

the 37th Tank Battalion im support began the attack on Bigonville. By 0900, the
foroe had entered the town and was held up by heavy small arms fire from the North
gide of the town. At 1600 the town was clsared of enemy resistance and the force
then reorganized om the high groumd North of the towm. At 0930 the battalion was
alerted by Roserve Command for movement with the rest of the Division to an assembly
area 15 kilometers SN of Bastogne, Belgium with the missiom of driving through to
Bastogne and relieving elements of the 1018t “irborme Division cut off by enemy
forces there. the battaliom left Bigonville at 0500 amd arrived at Bercheaux at
0645. The Battalion Commander, Lisutenant Colomel George L. Jaques left immediately
to get the plan of attack from Reserve Command. At 0916 the company commenders

were called to the CP and givem the plan of attack which wags as follows. An advance
guard oconsisting of D/37 and B/63 under command of the §-2/37 was to move om Voux
les Rosieres, sieze and outpost the town of Nives, Cobreville and Remoiville and
secure the high ground North of Remoiville. The attaok started at 1100 and at 11156
leading elements of the columm were passimg through Voux les Rosieres and through
Petite Rosieres at 11350 with mo oppositiom in the town but heavy small arms fire
coming from the high ground North of the towm. At 1233 the head of the colum was
entering Nives, meeting no enemy opposition there. At 1410 the head of the colurm
was entering Cobreville, meeting heavy resistance. After overecoming the opposition
there, the columa moved on to Remoiville and by 1630 the town was taken amd Co. C
was given the mission of ocutposting same. At 2000 the Battalion Cqumander received
orders and the plam of attack for the next day. This plam was as follows.

5. The attack was to start at 0800, the first objective being the high groumd
north of Remichampagne. C/63 end G/37 were to take the high ground while B/53 and
3/31 clean out the tomm. 1/53 and MW were to be held in reserve, After the first
objective had beem taken, the attack was to continue North to Cloochimont and themoe
on to Sibret. At 0930 on 26 December 1944 the attack started supported by air
support. By 09556 the first objective had been taken and B/53 was starting to move
into Remichampagne. After a 2 hour battle for the towm, the high ground North of
the towm had been seized and the colusm them moved on to Clochimont, succeeding in
taking the town with little resistsmoe. Here the compsmies reorganized sad prepared
to push om to the mext objeotive whioh was Sibret. At 1330 the mission was changed
and it was decided that Sibret would not be attack, but the high ground East of
the towm would be seized. At 1616, 26 Pecember 1944 the companies jumped off to take
their assigned objeotive and at 1610 the objective was takem. At 1646, radio contact

was made with isolated units in Bastogne snd at 1700 physical oontact was made. (/563 m

and 0/37 ran imto a heavy fire fight Jorth of pssenois, receiving heavy bazooka fire
coming from demse woods North of the town. Six half tracks were kmocked out im

this engagement. At 1930, the Battaliom Commander received orders from Reserve
Command that the attack would be comtinued North to Bastogme, with the missiom of
esoortisg 60 24 tom trucks and smbulamces for relief and evacuation of the wounded
there. At 0630, 27 December 1944 the force moved from Remichampagme and arrived

in Bastogne at 0730, During the period 28 =~ 30 December the battalion was inm
Bastogne with the mission of protectimg the supply route leading South from the towm.

During the period oovered by this report the battalion inflioted the following
oasualties on the enemy: 1376 prisoners, 393 killed or wounded, 1 Mk V amd 1 ¥k
IV Tanks destroyed, 3 half tracks, 2 2‘} ton truocks, 122 MG's, 1 pillbox, 4 80mm
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mortars, 23 bazookas, 1 40mm AT gun, 5 106mm Howitzers, 4 88mm guns, 2 Rem
vehicles, 2 37mm guns destroyed.

OQur casualties for the period were as follows: 40 killed, 181 wounded,
16 persomel carriers destroyed, 4 peeps, 1 23 ton truck, 86 ml Rifles, 18
carbines, 13 yaohire Guns, .30 Cal, 5 Machine Cuns, .60 Cal. and 1 Pistol destroyed.

For the Battalion Commander;

S Inols, Aot
l. Jourmal for period. ,
2. VYessages for period.
S. Overlays for periode.
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31 January 1945

SUBRJHCT: Action against the inemy, Reports after,

nommanding Ceneral, 4th Armored Division,
A-O 254, Ue Se [\l‘lay'.

G,

1. In compliance with rar 10, Change lo. 3, dated 9 “"arch 1944 to AR
345-105 dated 18 Wovember 1329, the {ollowin, report is submitted:

on 1 January 1945, the battalion was uader 2 "R" iIn roserve ia the
vizinity of Chaumont, Belgium. At 1700 this date, %he battalion was transferrad
to CC A" control and orders to move from its prssent position £0 an assembly
area at Sainlez was given. A% 19CC, the entire battalion was closed in the as-
sembly area vicinity of Jainlex, felgium.

The battalion remained ia CC "A" reserve in the vicirity of 3uinlez,
Relgium until 1000, 3 Jauuar, 1945, at which time it reverted to control of cC "B"
forming part of a task force with the 37th Tank Jattalion, and the 22nd TField
Artillery pattalion, to be held in mobile re¢serve and be ready to meet a :ossible
threat from the Jortheast.

At 1300, 4 January 1845, the batbulion moved to an assembly arsa at
Chaumont, TCelgium and was held hsre in mobile reserve under CC "*" until 8 January
1245. During the period, the companies were angaged in maintenance of velicles
end weapo:s and firing of small arms, mortars and assault guns.

L P

At 1800, 8 January 1245, tho battalion wus alart=ad for movement and =
started moving out from Chaumont Belgium at 1930, and arrived in an assembly aresa f;;
in the vicinity of aissenols, Belgium at 21850, 4t 1500, 9 Jaauery 134E&, the bat- _Es
talion movad out of this assembly area aand arrived in an assembly area 1 kilometer cf:
Yortheast of Bastogne, Belgium at 1700, in suprort of the 1l0lst Airborne Division's &
attack scheduled for thz {ollowing day. 4t 2100, this date, & coapany coumarder's
meeting was held at the battalion CpP, at whiiich time the plan of attack was given
out. (The battalion tojether with the 379tk Tank Rattalion under CC "B" to attack
to the Jortheast at 0900, 10 January 1945 witli the town of Tourcy as the cbjective.
"he 10lst girborne bLivision to attack at the sane time on the left and CC "AM %o
attack on the right.)

At 0925, 10 January 1945, th> attack started to the Tortheast with unigs
on our left and right coordinating. By 0950, leading slements of the task force
were 500 yards beyond the Line of Departure, receiving heavy small arms and artillery
fire, but were moving forward slowly. 15 priscners captured in this sector wers
identified from the 7th Co., 696th Regiment, 340 V. G. Division. The first phase
line (Red) was reached at 1140 after a hsavy fire fight and the attack was continued
on beyond this phese line. At 12355, forward eloments were under heavy fire and tanls
following up bekind the infantry were receiving bazooka fire.

,\.q‘?’
A

% ‘a«h 5



At 1400, 10 January 1345, the battaliosn received ordsrs from ¢C "5"
%5 lzonyece aand raturn o an assembly arsa in vicinity of as:enois, Balg*um
a3 59 as rolieved by eloments of the 6th armored Division. 3y 2040, all
companies vere zlosed in in shelir respective assarbly areas. Orders wrere thren
received from 5C "B" to Le prepared to move to an assembly area Southeast of
rexssunirg Oity om notica.

The battalion moved out from the assembly area at Assenois, Relgium

at 1200, 11 January 1545 and arrived in lassel, Tuxembourg at 2345, Distance
travelled 55 miles. stemained in this assembly area until 15 January 1945
Comoaniss were engaged in maintenance or vehicles and weapons.

At 1430, 18 January 1445, the battalion 1z2£t the assembly area in the
vicinity of lasszal, IuYembourg and arrived in Lauvdelange, Inxembourg at 1515,
Tronps were tilleted in town. ZRemained in this assemtly arsa until 23 January
1315, Leing held iu army i9sorves. During this’timz the companies were engaged
in maintonance »f vehicles sand weaons, range firing and training of new re-
placoaments. 657 of the battalion wore given passes to Luxembourg City. Juoba
on "asse=s ko Jsris warse also given Yo the battalion on tae 17th,

A5 1030, 23 Jaauary 1540, the battalion was alerted for movement %o an
aszsambly area jn the viecinity of dirksrch. at 1415, the batsalisn laft Taudzlange
and arrived in an ascembly area at jollinzen, Luxembourg at 160C, Distance

travellsd 15.8 nmiles. (Jﬂal“,d at thisz locasion under GC "R" un%il 29 January 1345,

y
Jirin- tle ahove %im2 tho oompaniss vers engazed in maintenaice of vehicles and
weapons, range firiny aud trainine of new reinforcements. A reconnaissance parhy
3 oame staff offlser “anc ons afficer Prom ansk. copany left on tho 24th to make

a & raceonnaiscancs or »ositicns held by units of the 4%k Tafantry Division and
mesible nssembly arzas in the :vent the battalion is to be committod.

25 1860, 2u January luAS, raceived orders from g¢ """ to move to Fetten

orl. Toved out of Rollingen =t 1477 and arrived at lDettendorf at 1£00, reliaving
tie 7i Tattalion of the 518tk Infontry Rooiment of tha 80th Infanbry Civision.
e battallon was h2ld in raserve In this assembly area until 31 January
1527,
LY CaSlablasd FRTENDIY CASTTALTTwS
PRts 26 gar 43
LIA or YIA 55 KIA v
IA 8
For She battalion Lomnandar-
L'J‘[ { ‘TY
CTG,
3- >
2 Incls: p S IRy
Incl # 1l-Jourmal & Message F11.e /4 e
Incl # 2 - Overlays . &7 VA
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EEADWUARTERS 53RD ARMORED INFANTRY BAIWALION
APO 254] Uo s- ARMY )

1 March 1945

SUBJECT: Action against the enemy, Reports after, é;

TO + Commanding General, 4th Armored Diviéion,
APO 254, Ue Se ATmy.
1. 1In compliance with Paragraph 10, Change No. 3, dated 9 March 1944 to
AR 545-105 dated 18 November 1929, tha following report is submitted;

Durinr the perind 1 - $ February 1945, the battalion was in'reserve
at Bettendorf, Luxembourg, under control of CC "B". At 0800, 4 February 1945, the
battalion left Bettendorf, Luxembourg, moving to an assembly area in vicinity of
Beaufort. Companies "A" and "C" relieved two conpanies of the srd Battalion of
the 518th Infantry ncgiment immediately upon arrival, Company "B" was held in ree
serve &t Beauflort. At this time the battalion was placed under direot control of
the 518th Infantry Regiment, The battalion remained in defensive positions in
this sector until iC February 1945, On 7 February 1945, the battalion supported
by fire an attack by the $18th Infantry Regiment across the Qur River, South of
Dillingen. '

On 11 February 1945, the battalion was relieved by the 3518th Infantry
and reverted back to control of CC "B". The battalion moved out from its position
in vicinity of Beaufort and moved back to Rollivgen,

At 0900, 12 February 1945, the battalion moved out of Rollingen, ree=
turning to Leudslange, Luxembourg on orders from CC "B"e The battalion remained
in reserve under CC "B" in Leudelange until 15 February 1945, During this time
the campanies were engaged in maintenance of vehicles and weapons, range firing
and training of new reinforcements,

On 19 February 1945 at 1215, the battalion moved fram Lsudelange, Luxe
embourg and errived at jpmmeldingen, TLuxembourg, at 1620, a distance of 40 miles,
The battalion was placed under control of. the $19th Infantry Regiment in defensive
positions along the Our River. 8/55 was given the mission of guarding five bridges

in the vicinity of the junction of the Cur and the Sauer Rivers, Ihe battalion ree

mained in this sector through 20 February 1945. During the day the front lines
were extended approximately two kilometers and 16 prisoners were taken,

At 0600, 21 Pabruary 1945, the battalion jumped off in attack with Roth

and Obersgegen as their objective. A/63 and B/Bs started out abreast as the mortars

and artillery laid down a barrage on pill-boxes in front of the battalion zone,of
advancae, A;%S reached its objeotive (Gentingen) at 1130, B/58 reached its obe
Jective (Roth) at 1415 and C/55 reached Obersgegen at 1520. At 1530, this date,
ths battalion was relieved by elements of the 80th Intantry Division,

At 0700, 22 February 1945, the battalion was given mission of locating
an assembly area for CC "B" in vicinity of Geiohlingen, At 1100, Battalion Heade
quarters and A/53 arrived in Geichlingen, relieving the 2nd Bu, S19th Infantry
Regiment here. The 56rd Infantry and 1Oth Infantry Battalions were assembled in
. this viocinity preparatory to making an attack on Yiedersgegen. The 10th Infantry
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Battalion was to follow in close support of the 5srd Inf..itry 3attalion during
the attack. At 2400, Company “C" crossed the IP at RJ orth of Geichlingen

By 0012 25 February 1945, leading elements were at 056524 and had met no oppos~
itsion. At 0130, c/63 had advanced to cross-roads at 969551 and was receiving
heavy small arms .fire and direct fire from tanks, By 0440, ¢/63 had advanced
200 yards past this oross-road, was mopping up and expanding in all directions,
as A/53 moved through to continue the attack. At 1000 leading company was moving
through to continue ths attack. At 1000 leading company was moving in to Nied-
srsgackler. At 1040, B B/55 was sent forward to assist Company "A" in mopping up
resistance in the town. At 1045, the town was oleared of all resistance and 71
prisoners taken and 4 tanks destroyed. At 1300, theth Infantry Battalion was
engaged in attacking high ground North of the towny And the 5lst Infantry Bate
talion was attacking the high ground South of the town, At 1520, the Battalion
CP moved from Geichlingen to CR South of Obdrgeckier. At 2015, two companies
were acrogs the river at Sinspelt, pius same tanks and TDte and waro in a defen=~
sive position to defend the bridge.

At 1100, 24 February 1945, the Battalion CP moved into Sinaspelt., Companies
contimued to hold the high ground Norvheast of Sinspelt.

On 25 February 1945, the battalion was placed under control of Reserve Com=
mand, Company "A" relieved A/10 on Eill 426. Company “B" relieved C/10. The
- Battalion CP moved out from Sinspelt at 0940 and arrived in Brimingen at 1045,

At 1500, 26 February 1945, the battalion was transferred to ¢C "A" control,
The battalion CP moved from Brimingen at 1445, The companies went into an assem-
bly area on hizh ground East of Ritteradorf, preparatory to attack on Matzen to
be made on 27 February 1945,

At 0745, 27 February 1945, Company "B" plus one platoon of tanks moved out
in attack on Matzen. At 0830, the company moved into the town eftver redeiving
smell arms fire from the town, By 1030 the town head been completely cleared of
ail resistance, At 1310, the high ground South of the town had been seized and
defensive position set up. At 1930, the Machine Gun Platoon was attached to
B/BS to support that company in outposting the town,

The battalion remained in defensive position Southeast of Matzen through
28 February 1945 under control of CC "a". Battalion CP left Rittersdorf at 1345
this date, arriving in Matzen at 1415, At 1800, the battalion CP was under heavy
eneny artillery fire,

ENEMY CASUALTIES ° FRIENDLY CASUALTIES
200 Prisoners of War, 78 MIA
60 Xiiled in Action 9 MIA
92 Pill-boxes destroyed. 19 KIA
1 Bunker destroyed. 1 Half-track knocked out.
1  150mm gun destroyed 15 M~1 Rifles lost,

1 Subqnachina gun destroyed.

For the Battalion ¢ der //f :
3 incls: M

H. /JOHNSON,
Ld juta.nt.

Ircl . 1- llesse ages
lnel - 2 - Overlays
incl s 3 = Jourrzl
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II" 53RD ARMOR'D INFANTRY BN 4TH ARLORED DIVISION
APO 254, % Postmaster, New York.
12 April 1945. -
SUBJCT: After Action Report. '
TO  : Cormanding Genersl, 4th Armered Divisiom, AP® 254, U.S. ‘Army.

" 1. Forwerded herewith ifter Action Report for the period of 1 March
1945 to 31 liarch 1945. : :

For the Battezlion Commander:

L Tncls. Mﬁc H,

1. after sction Report (Trip) ' © VI0JG USA,
2, lan overlays. Personnel Officer.

2. Battalion Mg\ oA
l:s Tessages (Radio) .\(\3
{ v
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: Action seainel the enemy, Reports ofter.

T : Commanding General, Lth Armored Division, APO 254, U. S. Army.

. In conplignce wit h _Par 10, Change Yo. dated 9 larch 1 to
AL hS-l“‘ dated 1% lloveriker 1§?9, the fol omlng géport is subm:r_tLoa(i}‘;}‘L

On 1 "arch lQA the hattzlion was in defensive positions SI of

zer, Geriany under cont *ol of 0C A", Bn CP located at !atzen. After receiving

direct hite fro'. hesvy srtil_.err fire, the battalion CP moved back to Bitburg
e botialion remaira’ in delensive vosition along the iyle River in the vici-
b o “ntzen, Germany tirn 3 Tarch 1945. During theveriod, atrols rere
sent 0. 1o cather enemyr inforration and locete enem: nOslfiﬁ.u. 1o enemy con -
tacit wae rvde est of the river, horever, meech enemy activity was observed
Gact of the river and nossible defensive nositions beine prepared. On 3 March,
all covrenics were miiled back to an as~erbl  area viainit: of Bitburs and '

“lens e made for an atbsek to the M. Cbhiective: to reach the Rhine River
LAy thl~< Nernemr. The wottal 21 remnined in he ssverble area near Bitbe rg
tart 4 ar 1945 =g final vlornz were mde for the drive on t» the Rhin-,

~ 5 g N - . o, P
4 D640, 5 T eh 1745, the battzlio= 129t Bithrwe attachzd to CC nAw,
The eniiim encowntersd scatibered resistance alone “he route of =dvance through-
out the dsrroand errived in Ginsgorf at 2710, CP waes set up in tovm, Distance
L)

travelled 17,7 iiles, .
Phe battrlion left Ginsdorf »t 11720, 6 Isrch 1945, joirins CC M“At's

vavzi. Dhe colwm advanced 4o Tidersdorf, srrivins at.1950 niter meeting little

or =0 ve~isbance., Tiisbtonce trsvelled 20.7% miles. Left Udersdorf at 0900, 7

‘reih 1 A s d odvanced to erben, remgining nere for the night. Total distance.

travelod to  ere 24,2 ndles. o e:emy resistance was encountered during the day.

ows “wigemers vre capbiured, and also soe forelgn workers liberated.

4 111, © _arch 1945, the battalion left Kkerben, zrriving at .folken at 1035,
distance of 6,7 niles. At 1510, a taslk force was formed from elements of the

53rd rnoved Infantry Battalion and the #th Tank Battalion and moved out to

attsck Rubenach, Germany. i'oppins up was in ~1rogress at 1800, The town was

ont ozted b 3753 and D/8. Companies were tied in for the night by 2000. At

21L5, vlsns were made for establishing s ‘bridgehead across the Rhine:

At 0900, 9 l'arch 1945, the battalion was alerted for movement and
otified of cliange in mission. The Nivision now would estabhlish a bridsehesad -
weroor e Toselle Niver as s7501 as relieved by 1lth Armd. Div. and probe to

vhe Uost oand South, clesnine out nockets of resistance in that area. At 1250,

17 Yarch 1945, the hattalion 1.#t “Jolken, movine to Rubenzch. Distance marchai
" iles. The bott-lion remained in de’ensive positions in vicinity of Rubenach
tsrounh 12 lrch 1945, Comparides 1rere encared in clegnins nut il resistonce

% et siren. 3




At 1200, 1/ iarc“ 1945
vicinit:; of Xerten, srriving at
were draun U for overient soLth
90tn Inf. Div and seize bridgehead acrosc bt
then te prerared L0 move Horth to seize bridge zcros- the Rdne ot Taine or
Llorus.

\

At 1315, 15 " rch 1945, he~d of colnmn moved out of tolsch. Resis-
T'\

tance was ountered ot Leisenfeld from four enemyr ~un —ositions. Two eneny
AT suns vere desztro—ed nesr RR crossing iinst of the Torn. At 173C, the Bat-
tslion moved in th Leisenfeld »né CF was set up in the torm. Distarce trave’ led

21.0 miles,

The battalion roved out of Leisefeld at 0630, 16 srch 1945, Colusn
was held un at coordin-tes QL95V” by an AT =m at ™25, B 7235, resistere e was
overcone a°d colwm moved oh. it qQ/,, colwmn vns aporosching Pienholler and
vas veceiving siall arms =216 be-ooiia fire comins from the Lown, i AOLS, this

resistance was overcome ond the colinmn moved th*augﬁ the vorm., 1/51 mhd A

were r~iven the misrion of cleé-nine out the town and /52 ¢ /8 mevid up to the

head of the -olum to lezd the »ttack. At 1200, the hattallo: arrived at
ncelsnsheim, Battalion CP was set up in the town.

At 0400, 17 iarch 1945, Compeny At jumped off to atback the town of
Bretzenheim. By 133¢ both A/52 snd 1/8 were scross the river and by 15" they
viere in conmnnd of the hiqn ground E=st of the River. At 0630, 17 I'arch 1945,
the infanty and tank tesums junped olf to zttsck the towm of Bosscerneir and
Srrendlincen, =nd [lackenheim, At 0530, the battalior CP mioved into Checlk Pnint

~

491, Distance travelled %.5 miles,

'J (')

Early on 19 Merch 1945, plans were discussed for drive or “orms,
Germany to secure RR bridge on ortr side of the town still reported to be in-
tact. At 1220 the bsttalion moved out in the attack. At 1545, the battslion
CP moved to check point 532 agfter it had been cleared by f »uzrd elements.
Distance travelled 7.0 miles. '

At 0715, 20 Yarch 1945, the hattslion moved out from vicinity of
check point 532. Infantrv-Tznk tesms sdvenced on check points 244, 279, and 52,
sunpported b artiller:, These tezms coutinued to atteock and mon ud pockets of
resistence in the ~one of -dvance throughout the day.

At 0845, 21 March 1945, CC "A" was split irto two task forces nnder
cormand of CO/& and CO/52., At OQ&S, the battslion CP moved to zn gssertl - area
"7est of Check Point 26. At 1400, forwerd elements of t.e colurn entered town
of Dexheim, encounterinec no resistence and at 14630 were ertering Oppentein and
Niederstein, meetine no resistance there., At 1700 received orders to pull the
battalion back as soon as reliéved b~ elements of friendly infantry division,
The battalion moved from Dexheimst 1800 and arrived st Check Point 255 5t1910.
Distance travelled 31.7 miles. The battalion noved to g Division asse.bly area
vicinity check point 62. At 1300, arrivine there st 1515. On 23 Marech 1945
the battalion w=s in a division sssembly area at check noi t 62, Personnel
spent entire day in maintensnce of vehicles, weapons and eguipment and setting
showers, eic. Late in the afteérnoon, the batt=lion was alerted for roverent the
following day. The battalion as part of CC "A" would cross the Rnrne s iver
vicinity of Oppenhieim, push through the 5th Infentry Division ;nd elze "ridge
over the l'ain River at Hanau. Left check noint 62 at 700, 24 lar 1045.




Forward elements of the columm crossed the Rhine at 0970, The

column moved through positions held by the 5th Infantry Division and acdvarced
through check points 193, 227, 66 and 120, meeting light resistance from AT
and smgll srms fire. The battelion CP was loc-ted st creck point 231 durins the

At 0615, 25 March 1945, the battalion left check point 231 moving on
to the North as part of CC "A" The task force moved on through check points
211 and 99. The coluin was held un SE of check point 99, by irines on rond
leading to the town. The cdumn continued on and advanced to check point 54, 116
and 42. At 1610 the column was entering Klein auheim, moving alons fast Lo toke
the bridge intact scross the river. The srtillery lsid down z TOT over the
bridge, and North bank of the river as the colrn approached the srnan. The he=d
of the column reached the bridge at 1620, finding it still intact. Coiranies
ncn gnd At uioved across dismounted and extatlished a bridrehead on the Horth
Bank of the river. During the evening an enem~ troop train pulled in -3:d unlonded
enesly infantry men in the vicinity of the bridgehesd. Artiller> fire was placed
on the train. Direct hits were scored on this train. At 2000 the enemy ' counter-
attaciced pusihing the troops holding the bridegehend back to the edze of river.
Company "B" was sent across the river to -id Comranies "A" =nd uCm,
By 240 the situation was under corntrol snd engineers were ensaged in woriipp
on the bridge, getting it prepsred to hold henvy vehicles. Batalion CP wns
set up at Klien Auheim 5t1200. Distence travelled 11.3 miles,

At 0530, 26 Ksrch 1945, the enemy counicr-attack acain bnt war re~
pulsed. ¥ntineers continued to work on the bridge -nd the infontry was e-nged
in moprine up the town. At 1400, = cormbat tesm of the 26th Infrntr: Divieion
crossed the river, pushed throursh nositiors held by o tr7°us and -dvranced ~n
to tzoke the town of Grossgnheim,

At 0700, 27 larch 1945, the 26t Infantry Division prshed throush
ar positions slowl-. At 0800, the eneq counter-sttacied forcing the infantry
hack to our lines. By M915, the situ-tion wes nnder contrn’ and the atiark
renuleed. Durine the dar the ensireers ¢ itinued ~orik on the bricdae
the job by 15

cenDlesire

At DBLE, the battalinn moved from ieidc 230 porans
the river to an as<erbly z-rea Vorth of tke River. Fr» # £h
out. "B" feam lezcins Tollowed W 4, 1 C Nivision ~ S=etiv )
The colum was held u»n b 2 road blOCuE t 69723 et “CES5. B 790 1 ek
was cleared and - olurn roved on acsin, "webines 1little or w0 resist-nc-. %t ian

2
forward elenerts encomtered and dastro—d an <nesr ¢nl-rm arnrawisete’s- 2 wilaeg
loag. he batitalion swvives in Sarbere gt 150 OF @-7 sab v 3n Y507 Smvm,

= 1(\‘ J ,‘: e & :’ -, K3 = -
Distan bravsiled 34,7 miles.
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1eft ‘Twhere gb UG, 89 Lepdh 1945 30 ths nicei~ S0 tehe Toks nlodeds
The colu.n ran into o ro=zd bloe's at Stac’dcirm ot 710, T is wee cleared by N2N0
gnd colwmn moved on, Br 1225 forwiaird elements were annrosac. ins the 0a1ect1ve,
weeting lettle resistanc. . .n Cr moved into nerostein at 1430. it 1900, the

column torced its way through to its originsl objective. CP was set up in the
town.

at /45, 30 march 1945, the battalion mo.ed out from uroscenluden to
as asserbls are- outside of the town.
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at 1630, bur tzsk forc: moved out from the wssembly area, passing
throuzh Neulrirchen &t 1700. The head of the colw.n.reached the objective at
91@0 meetins 1ishh resistance here. Battalion CP set up in Schenklingenfeld.
istrnice travelled 21.0 miles, -

*t 1,00, 31 Mereh 1945 the haitalios moved out, continuinz the
grive, "RM fec-n wns ~iven the mission of securins » btridsehead at iliembatsheim.
Lob 183, vecedred mord 409t the trid-e there was bo'n g0 the column
sovaed in direction of Ferrin-en t9 cross there. prrivad in Herringsen at 1845,
: in Jolferciisuson. Tank=InTantry teames outposted hiszh rround in
5 dwine the ni-hl, A1l Dersornel were -lerted for moveient early
Tollowiise dar.

Y CagiITIoe

Taoism

PqunnneY ' Eruipment Destroyed
2,189 inds 2 AT suns 2 T5's
2Ll ’ou.ﬁnd : : 71, Jehicles ’ 2 g
6.2 “i1led 12 AA guns 20mm 2 UWebelwerfers
6 37's 5 Staff Cars
3 105 Tows. 16 AA Guns

Large No of Aircr=ft Motors.
1 Tr=in load of supplies

1 Locomotive and 6 cars.

1 'otorcycle.

A FRIONDLY CASUALTIES
Per sonnel ' Eeuipment
20  VIA 1 A3 (105mm SP)
100 1 Tight Tenk, V5
3 T 1 Half-Trsck, M3AL

,u% Ton C&R Truck.
For the Battalion Commgnder:
2EUBEN H. JOHNSON,

2nd Lt., 53rd Armd. Inf. Bn.,
Ad jutant,
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HEADQUARTERS 53RD ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
AFO 254, U, S. ARMY

1 liay 1945

SUBJECT: Action against the enemy, Reports afters

T0 ¢ Commanding General, 4th Armored Division,
APO 254, Ues Se Amy.

l. In compliance with Paragraph 10, Change No, 3, dated 9 llarch
1944 to AR 345-105, dated 18 November 1929, the following rerort is
submitted:

On 1 April 1945, the battelion was located in the vicinity of
Wolfershausen, Germanye. At 0610 the battalion moved out from this loc-
ation attached to Combat Command "A® with the mission of driving to the
East and seizing Gotha, reported by prisoners to be the present seat of
the German Government, After meeting little or no resistance, the bat-
talion arrived in Willershausen, Germany, remaining here for the night,
Distance travelled 12 miles, Delay here was caused by bridges blown
over the Werra River at this point, During the day, the Engineers were
engaged in erecting a bridge in this vicinity, By 0545, 2 April 1945,

all rifle companies had crossed the river and occupded the high ground
on the opposite bank, At 0930, the first battalion of the 359th Infan-
try Regiment passed through our positions to attack the towm of Kraut-
hausen and Modgeburg to open up our route for us to continue the attack
on Gotha and Ohrdruf, At 1600 the bridge was completed and vehicles
were started moving acrosse At 1800 the Battalion CP moved to Pfersdorf
where the CP was set upe Distance travelled 1,2 miles,

At 0800, 3 April 1945, the battalion CP left Pfersdorf, crossed
the Werra River and went into an assembly area on the oprosite side, pre-
paratory to resuming the attacke At 1300, the colurn started to resume
the attack, starting out slowly after receiving reports that the bridge
at Wenigenlupritz was intacte At 1700 the route of march was changed and
the. columm moved Northeast to the right flank of CC "B", At 1930 the Bet-
talion CP moved in to Aspache Rifle companies outposted the tanks on the
high ground during the night,

At 1140, 4 April 1945, the drive was continued toward Gothae
By 1210, forward elements were entering Gotha meeting no resistances By
1430 elements were in Ohrdruf and set up there, encowntering no resistance.
At 1630, the Battalion CP moved into Ohrdruf and set up there, Distance
travelled 12,0 mileses Tonk-~Infantry teams were given the m:LsJ:.on of cutting
the roads around the entire perimeter of the tovne

During the period 5 = 7 April 1945, the Battalion remained under
control of CC "A" and was engeged in.outposting the town of Ohrdruf
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At 1710, 7 April 1945, the Battalion CP moved to the barracks
located North of Ohrdruf, Distance travelled 1,5 rilese

From 7 April 1945 to 11 April 1945, the bettalion remained in
assembly area located in the barracks North of Ohrdruf, Compnanies viere
engaged in maintenance of vehicles 2nd weanronse. Troops were paid during
this time and the men enjoyed a well earned rest, movies, clubmobiles and
other recreational activitiese On 10 April 1945, the Bottolion was tran-
sferred from CC "A" to Reserve Command control,

At 1555, 11 April 1945, the battalion left asscmbly area lorth
of Ohrdruf, joining Reserve Command columm, following CC "A"!s route of
advence to the East, Arrived at Nohra at 2005, remaining in this position
all nighte Distance travelled 29,5 miles,

Left Nohra at 1400, 12 April 1945 and arrived at 1 el._mgen at
1500, Distance travclled 10 miles,

At 0650, 13 April 1945, the battalion left lellingen end arrived
at Langenburg at 1815, Distance travelled 39,1 miles,

Ieft Langenburg at 0720, 14 April 1945 under control of Reserve
Commande Arrived at Weidensdorf at 1015, Distance travelled 22 miles, _
Here a tamk force was formed fraom Reserve Command with mission of cleaning
out the town of Glauchaues The battalion remained in defensive position
vicinity of Weidensdorf on 15 April 1945, during which time a task force
from the Reserve Command plus a battalion of the 319th Infantry Reziment
were engaged in attacking Glauchau and cleaning up all resistance in that
towne By 1700 resistence was overcome and the Battalion CP moved in to
Glauchau, a distance travelled of 2 miless

During the period 16 - 19 April 1945, the battalion remained in
defensive positions in and around Glauchaue

At 0845, 19 April 1945, the battalion left Glauchau, arriving at
Crimmitschau at 1145, Distance travelled 10 miles,

The battalion remained in defensive positions in and around Crime
mitschau during the period 20 - 23 April 1945, during which time the bat-
talion was engaged in regrouping under Reserve Command #nd in maintenance
of vehicles gnd weaponse

Left Crimmitschau at 1200, 24 April 1945 and went into an ussembly
area North of the town. Crossed IP at 1550 enroute to destination, Bayreuth
Radio silence was observed during the movemente Arrived at Dressendorf at
- 0315, a distance travelled of 113 miles, All companies were. closed in by
0430 and were set up in defensive positions in and around Dressendoff, NE
of Bayreuths'

: The battalion remained in defensive positions in and around Drese
sendorf during the period 25 - 30 April 1945 under control of Leserve Command
Companies were engaged in maintenance of vehicles and weapons and in carrying
out daily training sebedule, All companies maintained a 24 hour patrol of
their respective company areas during this periode At 1600, 30 April 1945,

the battalion was alerted for probable ﬁvement.
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FRIENDLY CASUALTIES
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ENELY CASUALTIES

Personnel VWeapons
KIA®- 110 L,  120mm Mortarse
HWits 2655

For the Battalion Commander:

Personnel Vehicular
KIA 12 3 Halftracks 13A1
WIA 56 1Y ton truck
MIA 1

2 Incls:

Incl: #1 - Journal
Incl: #2‘ - Ove lays

Acting Ad jutant.
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ra ¢ OCommmmnding General, 4th prmeved Bivisiem, APO 354, U. 8. Arwy.

1. In complianse with Parsgraph 10, Ghangs ¥e. §, daved 9 March

1944 %o AR 348-108, dated 18 November 1989, the fellewing report is subd-
misted;

~

On 1 May 1945 the battalion was in defemsiwe positioms in end ar-
ound Dressendorf, alerted for possible move with Reserve Gosmand,

At 1045, 2 May 1948 the battalion left Dressenderf and arriwed i
Weokersdor? at 2130. Distance trawelled 63.0 miles. Wens intse defensive
positions here for the night. Left Waokersdorf at 900, 3 way 1945 and
arrived in 1alling at 1900 and went into defensiwe positions there. Dis-
tance travelled 51.0 miles. The battalion remained in defensive pesitions
at Lalling until 1400, 6 May 1945, at whioh time the battalion meved eut
under aontrol of Reserve Command, following the route of G0 "A", passing
through positions of the Sth Infantry Division and advansing em Pragwse,

Csechoslovakia. Arrived at Volyne, Csechoslovakia at 2040, a distanse of
63,8 miles, . ’

At 1666, T May 1945 received orders from Reserve Command $0 cesse
all offensive operations at once and remain in presemt positioms.

During the period 8-16 mmy 1946 the bastalion remained in defensive
positions in and areund Volyns, Osechoslovakia. On 9 gay 1945 a¢ 1030 a
billesing party left fer a reconnaizsance of %he area in Southera Germamy

. the battalien is %0 cecupy. At Volyms, Osechoslovakia eompanies were en-

gaged in guarding Mi's and cutting reutes of escape South and Seutheass of
Steakonice. :

On 17 May 1945 the bastalion was attached te OO "A", engaged in
surning over 13,000 Prisoners of War to Aussian troops. Pirst eombtect
with ¢he Bussians was made at 0917 and by 1515 all Prisomers of War had
been turned over to the RMussian sutharities, companies were released and
returned $o their original assembly area. AS 1345, this dave, "0 Qom~
paxy wag relieved by a battery of the 963rd Pield jpréillery. '

the battalien remmined in defensive positions imn the vicimity of
Volyne, Osechoslovakia @uring the period 13-26 May 1945. Companies were
engaged in maintemance of vehioles and weapons, and in ocarrying out daily
training soheduls. At 1400, 23 Nay 1945, the Bastalion Oommander, ome
staff officer, and all company ocommanders attended a meeting ats CC "A"
headquarters where plans were discussed for the Division's pars in the
ococupation of Germsay. -At 1110 ‘DEttAlidn was alerted for movemsnt
t0 Germany early o the 27¢h. _
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fafs Yolyne, Csechoslovakia at 0416 en 27 Wy 1945, arriving in
Bssenbach, Germany at 1615, Distance travelled 122.0 miles. (Oompanies
were located in the following towmms,

Essenbach; BIn. M., Iq. Co. and Wd. Det.
* Worth t "A" Company

Brgolding; "B" Company

Altderf , "0" @empany

fltheim ; Service Company

Puring tShe period 28-31 Nay 1945 the battalion remaimed in its as-
) -ipud area in the vicinitsy of Rssenbach, Germany and was engaged in neor-
mal ocooupational dutiss. Troops were engaged in setting up in their as-
signed quarters and in maintenance of vehicles and weapons. Patrols were
formed to patrol assigmed areas, soreening vsame were organiszed and brief-
ed to aid Nilitary Governmeny§ in handling Prisonsrs of War and Displaced
Porsons,

Por the Battalion Gemmsnder,

e gl : S
oy x, Jomecw, " -
Bad Lt., 53rd Armd. Inf. Bu.,
Adjutans.

2 Incls:

Infantry Journal
Operations Overlays




