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HEADQUARTERS 53RD ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
APO 254, u. S. ARMY

</(/

1 Somber 1944«

SUBJECT» Action against Enemy, Reports After.

TO , Commanding General, 4th Adored Division, APO 254, u. S. Army. Jk \

1. In compliance with Par. 10, Change Ro. 3, dated 9 March to AR 345-105, 

dated 18 November 1929, the following report is submitted»

The 53rd A "rd. Inf. Bn,, commanded by Lt. Col. George L. Jaques, left a 
bivouac area 5^ miles Southeast of Barnville, Normandy, France at 1157, 17 July 
1944 to move to CC "B" assembly area about 5 miles Southeast of Baupe, France, 
arriving at 1600 hours. Distance marched 38 miles. At about 1800 hours, Companies 
"A**» "B” and WC" and the Mortar and Assault Gun Platoons of Headquarters Company 
moved forward approximately 5 miles on foot to relieve the Sth Infantry Regiment 
in a defensive position Northeast of Perriers, France,

On 18 July at approximately 2100, the Germans made a counter-attack through 
Company "B"’s position breaking through and forcing the company to withdraw. The 
counter-attack and heavy artillery fire caused the battalion to suffer the following 
casualties, 4 killed and 11 wounded. The same night, 2nd Lt. James Duffy, Jr, Co. 
"B" was killed in action while inspecting a patrol in the front lines. The 10th and 
51st A»*®d, Inf. Bn's. were alerted and moved up to reinforce our positions. For the 
above action total casualties suffered were» 10 KIA, 27 WlA and 4OMIA.

The entire battalion was withdrawn at about 1400, 19 July and moved back to 
an assembly area 5 »dies Southeast of Raupe, France arriving at 1600. At 1945, the 
battalion was again alerted to go back to the original positions to be in CC ”Bn Re­
serve, moving out at 2000, dismounted. The battalion remained in CC "R" reserve through 
the 27th July.

On 28 Jüly at 0550 hours, the battalion spearheading an advance to the South 
by the 4th Armored Division advanced as far as the outskirts of Coutanoe, France at 
about 1800 hours meeting light enemy delaying action all the way. Many prisoners were 
taken. On the outskirts of Perriers, France, one of Company "c" half-tracks struck a 
land mine destroying the vehicle but only shaking up the crew. The battalion went into 
bivouac 1 mile North of Coutanoe. Still a part of CC "b", the battalion was engaged 
in mopping up the town of Coutance, 29 guly, and at 1400, (fi *8" with Avranches, France 
as our objective, continued the attack to the South, advancing a total of 11 miles. 
Casualties were light. Between 400 and 600 prisoners were taken throughout the day. 
The battalion went into bivouac for the night at 2100 near the northern edge of 
Avranches. The battalion entered the town of Avranches at 2100 hours. 30 July - Small 
clashes with the enemy continued throughout the night. 31 July « The battalion with 
the aid of tanks, artillery, air support and hand to hand combat, forced the enemy to 
withdraw from the town. Approximately 600 to 700 prisoners were taken. xhe attack 

to the South continued at about 2100, driving about 3^ miles South of Avranohes the 
battalion went into bivouac at 2300 hours.

For the above period, the battalion suffered the following casualties» 
31 KIA. 116 RIA, 21 MIA »nd 39 battle fatigue.

Enemy Casualties - KIA unknown, WlA unknown, Prisoners taken between 1800 
and 2000.

Aug 1st and 2nd continued the drive South with Rennes, France as the objective. 
At 0130, the battalion under CC "Bn, after a march of 30 miles bivouaoed è mile North 
east of Betton, Franse, and remained in bivouac the balance of the day. Reconnaissance 



found the city of Rennes to be heavily fortified with troops and fortifioationa. On 
3 Aug. the battalion minus "A" and "c” companies was shifted under CC "A** control 
and left Betton to by-pass Rennes while the 8th Infantry Regiment took over our pos­
ition. Companies ”AW end *0” were attached to the 37th lank Battalion on another 
mission. CC nA* by-passed Rennes to the West and South, with the mission of seizing 
the airport South of the city. In the vicinity of Crevin, the battalion ran into a 
little enemy opposition. The encirclement of the city of Rennes caught the enesy 
completely by surprise. Several enemy vehicles were caught on the main road just 
North of Bain De Bretagne and were destroyed. The battalion went into bivouac in the 
vicinity of Crevice. Four outposts were established about 2 miles to the north of 
the Battalion CP, strategically located so as to block the routes of any enemy with­
drawal from Rennes, France•

4 Aug, word was received by battalion that the 8th Infantry Regiment with 
attached units had taken Rennes, and also that Company "A” with the 37th Tank Battalion 
and the F.F.I. had taken the city of vannes, France.

On 5 Aug, the Battalion Commander, Lt. Col. Jaques received orders from CC ’’A" 
that the battalion (-’’A” and "C”) as a part of a task force was to proceed to Vannes, 
France and clean out any enemy there. he Task ^oroe consisted of a/37, b/B5, Bn Bq & 
Hq Co/53, a/24, 66 PA, c/10, 704 TD Bn (-1 Co) and Sv/55.

* Units of the 8th Infantry Regiment relieved the battalion in the vicinity of 
Crevin. fhe task force left bivouac area at 1415, mission accomplished at 2000. Little 
opposition was met and arrived in bivouac 3 miles North east of Vannes at 2250. One 
platoon from the battalion was alerted to stand by to work vd th CA Officer in Vannes, 
however, only the officer was needed.

6 Aug, the battalion remained in bivouac area 6 miles Northeast of Vannes, 
sending cut the Reconnaissance Platoon to patrol a large airfield, the enemy had 
abandoned about 6 miles Northwest of our position. ^The buildings and hangers had been 

' destroyed but the runways were in good condition. The next few days the battalion
(-”Art and "c” Cos.) was given a mission of protecting Divisions rear area and outposting 
Vannes and Auray. Very little enemy activity.

At 1130 14 Aug, the battalion (-nA" 4 ”0”) left area in the vicinity of 
Vannes and under control of Reserve Command, marched to a bivouac area 3 miles East of 
Vergennes, arriving in the areast 1830 hours, travelling 86 miles without encountering 
any enemy. The next morning the battalion left their area for another march to St. 
Calais, France. On the march, detoured around several bridges that the enemy had 
blown up arriving at a point là miles West of St. Calais at approximately 2200, trav­

elling a distance of 113 miles, meeting no opposition. Remained in this area until 
161300, at which time feegan a 30 mile march to an area 5 miles Southwest of Vendome 
arriving at 1600. Companies WA” and ”C” rejoined the battalion in this area at 1800, 
16 August, coming up from the vicinity of Lorient, rance.

The battalion was alerted at 0700 18 Aug as part of CC WB’* and to be ready 
to move within an hours notice. Left the area at 1230 and marched to an area in the 
vicinity of the eastern edge of La Loupe, arrived at 1900, travelling 81 miles. No 
accidents or enemy encountered. Remained in this area until 20 Aug at 1000 itien the 
battalion resumed the march (still under control of cC ”B”) to an area one mile South 
west of St. Laurent, arriving at 1700, travelling 91 miles. At 2000 the battalion 
was transferred to control of CC "R” and Co. "B" was given a mission to outpost a line 
from Blois to Beaugency. One platoon was sent to Blois, one to Mer and one to Beau- 
gency. xhe platoon at Blois reported small arms fire from the south bank of the Loire 
River throughout the night.

Company "A" was ordered out by CC "R” to outpost à line from ttiung Sur Loire 
north to the town of Pre au on 21 Aug at 1930. Company "c" was alerted to stand by 
for orders from CC "R".

On 22 August the Assault Gun and Mortar Platoons of Hq. Co were ordered to 
the vicinity of Mer. departed at 1500 with mission of firing at a few scattered tar­
gets that were harassing our troops from across the river. Results of the mission



were very satisfactory.
25 Aug at 0715, the battalion under CC "R" left the vicinity of St. Laurent 

and marched to an area about 4 miles north of Villeneuve. No accidents or enemy en­
countered. distance travelled 124 miles. The 26th and 27th of August were spent in 
assisting CC "A” and relieving the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion in Troyes, with the 
mission of clearing out the city of enemy and to outpost and guard all approaches to 
the oity. Casualties were light» Many enemy were taken prisoner. At 2030 27 August 
a part of ths 35th Division relieved the battalion. Us battalion was given the mis­
sion of taking the town of Vitry-Le-Francois approximately 40 miles Northeast of 
Troyes, stopped for the night about 10 miles Northeast of Troyes. Continuing the march 
at 0700 28 \ig on Vitry-le-Francois, arriving at the outskirts of the town at 1100 
hours meeting very little opposition up to this point. Reconnaissance showed the town 
occupied by enemy. Companies ’’A" »nd "B" crossed the Marne River by wading and seixèd 
the high ground North of the town. The battalion (- ^o. *’c” who was attached to the 
37th Tank Battalion and assisted in the capture of Mars on at 2000) set up a defensive 
position on the northern outskirts of town. An undetermined number of enemy were killed 
and taken prisoner. A good number of vehicles were captured or destroyed.

The battalion area was shelled throughout the night from the city of Vitry- 
Le-Franooi a. The 29 Aug orders were r eoieved from CC WA” that the battalion would pro­
ceed to St. Ditier to an ass «ably area there. At 0700, 30 Aug, the battalion left 
area 2 miles North of Vitry-I-s-Francois. Near the West edge of St« Airier, the advance 
guard came under a/t» artillery and small arms fire and at 0915 tanks and artillery 

were brought up into position. Large calibre AA guns were located in a large airport 
just West of town and were brought under fire by our Division Artillery. *he Artillery 
Liaison plane reported about a battalion of enemy in the vicinity of ViIlers-Ln-Lieu 
and artillery was brought down on this area, ^anks and Infantry were then sent in to 
clear the village. Many vehicles and guns were destroyed with many enemy killed and 
a good number of prisoners taken, the balance withdrawing to the East. The battalion 
then mut posted the town and airport and awaited further orders.

31 Aug at 0900, the battalion left the bivouac area li miles'North of St. 
Dirier with the mission of advancing to the East and seize the town of Commercy and 
to establish a bridgehead across the Meuse River, encountering very little resistance 
on ths march to the objective. Arrived in Commeroy at about 1700 and went into biv­
ouac 2 miles North of Vignot at 1900. An enemy column of foot troops was observed 
passing through Bonoourt-Sur-Meuse going East. Artillery fire was brought down on 
this column with very good results. Approximately 60 locomotives and 20 box cars con­
taining enemy e qui puant were captured atdterou ville. he area around Boncourt-Sur- 
Meuse and the area just east of Commercy were outposted by the Battalion.

Total casualties for the period 1-31 Aug, 5 KIA. 6MIA» 28 WJA and 23 
battle fatigue.

Enemy losses unknown because of the rapid movement of the battalion, however, 
an estimate of between 800 and 1000 prisoners were taken.

2. I certify that all maps, overlays, messages and documents in all of the

above action were either destroyed or lost through enmy action.

For the Battalion Commander,

Adjutant.



HEADQUARTERS 53RD ARMORED INFANTRY 
APO 254, U. 8. ARMY

battalion

7 November 1944

SUBJECT: Action against Enemy, Reports After,

TO , Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, APO 254, U, 3. Army»

1» In compliance with Par. 10, Change No. 3, dated 9 March to AR 545-105, 

dated 18 November 1929, the following report is submitted:

1 September the battalion was still outposting the area around Boncourt—Bur— 
Meuse and the area just east of Commercy, France. At 0800, an enemy column was ob­
served going East through the town of Boncourt-Sur-Meuse. Artillery fire was brought 
down on the road with very good results. Artillery and Headquarters Company Assault 
Guns fired on enemy concentration points in the town of Boncourt all morning« Four­
teen (14) planes (ME 109's) straffed and bombed our positions at 1300, Several cas­
ualties were suffered by Headquarters Company and the Medical Detachment from 88mm 
fire. Friendly P-47 » s located enemy artillery that had been shelling.our rear areas 
all day and enemy troops, strafled them at 1600, it silenced them. Heavy fighting was 
going on in Boncourt-Sur-4ieuse, ^he 80th Infantry Division attacked the town from 
the West inflicting heavy casualties. The enemy withdrew to the East.

On 2 September the 80th Infantry Division took over our positions and moved to 
occupy tha high ground 1 mile South of Gironvillc broadening fir front and at the same 
time giving us control of all the high ground in the area. The battalion as part of 
CC "A” continued to hold the high ground around Boncourt-Sur«4feuse and Conmeroy until 
11 September at 1800 at which time orders were received that CC *’A” would move in two 
task forces to proceed to an assembly area in the vicinity of Pagney-Sur-Moaelle, o 
The battalion in Task Force Jaques left area 1 mile south of Gironville (1800 hours) •£- 
and arrived in the assembly area 2 miles West of Vieville-En-Haye at 200 hours. Dis- ' 
tance marched 20 miles. The Machine Gun Platoon of Headquarters Company and one -O 
platoon of Company "A” was sent to Pagney-Sur-Moselle, site of a proposed crossing of 
the river (Moselle) to protect the Engineers while they put in the bridge.

12 September the Engineers and the two platoons protecting them were under heavy 
enemy mortar fire all night (Monday Night) preventing them from building the bridge. 
Received word from C^ WA" that Task Force Jaques would remain in position all day« 
Company "B” sent one platoon to relieve the platoon of Company "A” at the river at 
1200 hours. At 1500 a change of plans was'received from CC "A"« The battalion (-Co B) 
would move to Dieulouard, France where the 80th Infantry Division had forced a crossing 
and erected a bridge o.'rly in the morning. After crossing the entire Coùbat Command 
would proceed East to Chateau Salins and South to an assembly area to be designated 
later. From there, three task forces would be organized to block the main roads 
leading East from Nancy, France,

left bivouac area two miles Ultest of Vieville-En-Haye at 0500, 13 September, 
minus Company "3”, detached to Task Force Abe, Enroute to the bridgehead, word was 
received that the enemy had counterattacked during the night and had blown two of the 
three bridges at Diwulouard,

Task Force Abe proceeded across the remaining bridge and drove the enemy from 
the high ground. Task Force Jaques followed and continued through Bezaaumont and St, 
Genevieve, France and Wvouaoed for the night 1 mile Southeast of Lemoncourt arriving
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Trailers
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Wagons
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75ram Gun
MK VI Tank

September, the following casualties were suffered by 
the enemy.
FRIENDLY

1 Truck
3 Armored Cars

14 Motorcycles 
Miso. Vehicles 
Sedans 
Panel Trucks 
20m AA Gun 
88m Gun

è ton 4x4 9
f/t M3Al 2
Trailer Ammunition M10 7 
Rockst Launchers 
Carbines.

Personnel
Tilled in Action
Missing in Action 

40 Wounded in Action 
74 (Battle Fatigue, 

Sick Non Battle)

at 200 hours. Distance marched 37 being under light artillery and
mortar fire. Company **C** captured 10 prisoners and one vehicle. Company *A” cap­
tured 7 prisoners.

At 1000 hours, 14 September the Assault Gun Platoon was given a mission to fire 
on an enemy column approaching our position from the South in the town of jallaucourt. 
In this area. Company wcw destroyed one armored car and 1 motorcycle.

The battalion commander, Lt. Col. Jaques attended a setting at CC "A” and received 
orders to have his task force proceed to Sallonnes to cut off the railroad and roads 
leading from Chateau Salins. he battalion (- Co. ”B**) left the bivouac area 1 mile 
Southeast of Lemoncourt at 1730 hours and arrived in bivouac area 1 mile North of 
Arracourt at 2000 hours. Original mission being changed by CC "A" with a new mission 
of occupying high ground in the vicinity of Arracourt, cutting off the routes of es­
cape from Nancy, France,when the 35th Infantry Division attacks the city 15 September.

15 September Headquarters Company outpost captured 10 prisoners during the night. 
At 1045, Company ’’A" brought in to the M inclosure 200 more prisoners, capturing 
them at crossroads 1 mile North of our position. At 1400, Company "A" engaged an 
enemy column of 95 vehicles, both combat and general purpose. xhe column was located 
on a road running through Forest of Berange La Grande. 194 prisoners were taken and 
one enemy was killed.

16 September, Company "A*. 10th Armored infantry Battalion joined the battalion 
to replace our Company "A” that had been sent to join Task Force Abe. The battalion 
still blocking the roads from Nancy, ^he period 16 September to 25 Septèmbéf was 
spent holding the high ground around Arracourt, France. Not much action except for 
cleaning out Forest Bezange La Grande and another small woods that enemy troops es­
caping from Nancy were infiltrating through. A couple of German infantry and Tank 
counter-attacks were repulsed.

The period 26 September to 30 September in a dug in defensive position on high 
j--------j --------------* xhe town of Moyenvic, France seemed to be a German conoen-

Artillory, mortars 
artillery were the main scree of trouble from Moyenvic. 
tried

ground around Arracourt
tration point and caused the battalion a good number of casualties 
and dug in takks used as 
Occasional enemy patrols 
no success.

During the period 1
battalion and inflicted on

W Prisoners cf
Vehicles Captured 

Red Cross trucks 
Red Cross Ambulances 
2^ Ton trucks 
Sedans 
bicycles 
motorcycle 
.50 Cal MG’s (US) 
Airplane Engines (US)

Vehicular and Weapons.
MG’s .50 Cal.
MG’s .30 Cal. 
SMG’s .45 Cal. 
Rifles Ml Cal. .30 
60mm mortar 
81mm mortars.

ENEMY (Estimated)
War 370 Killed.

Vehicles
10
48

9
4
4

30

- 2 -



Awards issued Septa;
Silver Star Bronte Star

Capt Roy C. Breaux Co "C" Capt John R. Finnegan Co "A"
Capt Hosah Holloway Med Det Capt Robert R. Volt Bn Hq
Pvt Peter Patera Med Dot 1st Lt John P. petrelli Co "C"
Maj. Henry A. Crosby Bn Hq T/Sgt Manual Flguiera Bn Hq
Teo 5 Lester Bums Med Det s/sgt Edmond J. Saintignon Med Det
Tec 4 Marcus Watson

/

Med Det Tec 5 Benjamin «festentweig 
Tec 5 Edmond W« Andres 
Pfc Harold Mongold 
Pfo Peter Vukadinovioh 
S/Sgt Joseph Kreise 
S/Sgt Frank Flynn 
Tec 5 Glen Dickens 
Pfo William Sorenson 
Capt Luther Keller II 

1st Lt Ervin W. Smith 
T/Sgt Arthur W. Pugh 
S/Sgt John G. Teffenhart 
Sgt James Wheten
Pfo Frank D. Licker
Tec 5 Joseph Russo

Bn Hq 
Bn Hq 
Bn Bi 
Bn Hq 
Co "C" 
Hq Co 
Med Det 
Co *C" 
Bn Hq 
Hq Co 
Co "C*
Co "A" 
Co "A* 
Co "A" 
Med Det

The period 1 October-7 October the^battalion still in a defensive position holding 
high ground around Arracourt, France. he night of 7 October the 101st and lC4th Infant» 
ry Regiments moved into our positions. *'0n the 8th of October all elements of the bat­
talion were relieved by the above regiments of the 26th Infantry Division and moved to 
the vicinity of gerange La Grande and held under CC "a” control as mobile reserve to 
assist the 26ÿh Infantry Division. From 8 October to 18 October still under cC "A" 
mobile reserve in vicinity of Besänge La Grande. During this period passes to 5< of 
the command to visit Nancy.

On 19 October the battalion was given the mission of guarding bridges tn Nancy, 
Laneuvevillo, and §t. Nicholas. The companies were moved as follows- Company "A" to 
Laneuveville to guard 4 bridges; Company *3* to S^. Nicholas to guard 4 bridges and 
Company "C” to Nancy to guard 5 bridges. Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company moved to Lenonoourt. xhe battalion remained as above until the evening of the 
26th when Companies "A", ”B" and *c" were relieved by the 25th Cav. Rec. Bn,.

Company *B* moved to an assembly area 1 mile west of Lenonoourt. Company "A" 
was attached to CC "A" and moved to an assembly area 1 mile North of Remerville. 
Company ”C" moved to Haraucourt and was attached to CC "B". Headquarters Company and 
Battalion Headquarters remained in Lenonoourt.

The battalion (±«Co "a" L "C”) was ordered under control of CC *R" 31 October. 
The period 28 - 31 October was utilised by Co. "B” and gq. Co with the aid of the 24th 
Engineers in training in attack of a fortified position.

For the period 1-31 October the following casualties were suffered by the 
battalion and inflicted on the enemy

FRIENDLÏ 
personnel

2 Killed in Action
10 Missing in Action
15 Wounded in Action
88 Sick or Injured (Non Battle)

Equipment
7 Carbines, Cal. .30 Ml
1 Pistol, Auto, Cal. .45 ¥1911X1
1 Rifle Cal..30 M1903-A4 (Snipers)

3
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2 prisoners of TOar
ENEMY (Estimated)

681 Killed or Wounded.

Awards Issued October 1944.

T/Sgt 
2d Lt 
Tec 5 
Pfc 
Pfo 
Tec 5 
Pvt

OAK

1st Lt

SILVER ST4P
Edward J. McCormack 
Ivan 0. Green 
John Dankoff
Edward E. Hasenbuhler
Elvin Bean
Lyle Frances
Lyle Vincent

ÎÆAF CLUSTER TO BRONZE

. Robert F» Everson

Co ' 
Co.* 
Med 
Med 
Med 
Med 
Med

star

Co 1

*B"
’B"
Det
Det
Det 
Det 
Det

'S"

BRONZE STAR 
Maj John G. Mg heg 
Capt Reno Bitze1 
Capt Stanley W. Sampson 
Capt Clifton E. Blackburn 
Capt ^homas E. Pell 
Capt Alfred J. Owen 
Capt Roy C. Breaux 
Capt Arthur TO. Harbart 
Capt Mortimer I. Ironson 
1st Lt Alfonso Zawadski 

TOOJG Ronald Flaws 
TO'OJG Leo A. Dzialowy 
ï/sgt Foy R. Bouknight 
S/Sgt Anthony Laurino 
Sgt Raymond Cooper 
Pfo Richard Homage r 
Tec 5 Edward Lamme

Bn Hq 
Bn Hq 
Bn Hq 
Hq Co 
Co.’’A" 
Co "B" 
Co "C" 
Sv Co 
DC 
Sv Co 
Sv Co 
Sv Co 
Co "A" 
Co "A" 
Co "B" 
Co "C* 
Med Det

2. Attached hereto 2-2,3 Journal for period September 27 to 3 October. No 
mossages available. Operations conducted by radio. I certify that all maps overlays 
documents for the above period were either destroyed or lost through enemy action.

For the Battalion C orisn ander.

1 Ind, Z-2,3 Journal.
Capt.,

Adjutant.
°»..
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