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BEADQUARTERS 53RD ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALIONW ' ~16/UUU Yy
APO 254, U. S. ARMY ©

1 Novsmber 1944,

Jus

T0 ¢ Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, AP0 254, Ue Se Army, S

SUBJECT: Action against Enemy, Reports After,

l, In compliance with Par. 10, Change No. 3, dated 9 March to AR 345«105,
dated 18 November 1929, the following report is submitted:

The 53rd pArmd. Inf. Bn., commanded by Lt. Cole. George Le. Jaques, left a
bivouac area 5% miles Southeast of Barnville, Normandy, France at 1157, 17 July
1944 to move to CC "B" assembly area about 5 miles Southeast of Baupe, France,
arriving at 1600 hours, Distance marched 38 miles. At about 1800 hours, Companies
"A", "B" and "C" and the Mortar and Assault Gun Platoons of Headquarters Company
moved forward approximately 5 miles on foot to relieve the 8th Infantry Regiment
in a defensive position Northeast of Perriers, France,

On 18 July at approximately 2100, the Germans made a counter=attack through
Company "B"'s position breaking through and forcing the company to withdraw. The
counter=attack and heavy artillery fire caused the battalion to suffer the following
casualties, 4 killed and 11 wounded. The same night, 2nd Lt., James Duffy, Jr, Coe
"B" was killed in action while inspecting a patrol in the front lines. The 10th and
51st Armd, Inf. Bn's. were alerted and moved up to reinforce our positions. For the
above action total casualties suffered were: 10 KIA, 27 WIA and 40MTA.

The entire battalion was withdrawn at about 1400, 19 July and moved back to
an assembly area 5 miles Scutheast of Baupe, France arriving at 1600. At 1945, the
battalion was again alerted to go back to the original positions to be in CC "B" #é~-
serve, moving out at 2000, dismounted, The battalion remained in CC "R" reserve through
the 27th Julye. '

Oon 28 Judy at 06530 hours, the battalion spearheading an advance to the South
by the 4th Armored Division advanced as far as the outskirts of Coutanse, France at
about 1800 hours meeting light enemy delaying action all the way. Many prisoners were
taksn. On the outskirts of Perriers, France, one of Company "C" halfetracks struck a
land mine destroying the vehicle but only shaking up the orew, The battalion went into
bivouac 1 mile North of Coutance. Still a part of CC "B", the battaliom was engaged
in mopping up the town of Coutance, 29 Ruly, and at 1400, cC "B" with Avranches, France
as our objective, continued the attack to the South, advancing a total of 11 miles,
Casualties were light., DBetween 400 and 600 prisoners wers taken throughout the day.
The battalion went into Wivouac for the night at 2100 near the northern edge of
Avranches. The battalion entered the town of Avranches at 2100 hours. 30 July - Small
clashes with the enemy continued throughout the night, 31 July = The battalion with
the aid of tanks, artillery, air support and hand to hand combat, forced the enemy to
withdraw from the town. Approximately 600 to 700 prisoners were taken, ‘he attack

to the South continued at about 2100, driving about 33 miles South of Avranches &he
battalion went into bivouac at 2300 hours.

For the above period, the battalion suffered the following casualties:

31 XTA, 116 WIA, 21 ¥IA and 39 battle fatigue.

Epemy Casualties « KIA unknown, WIA unknown, Prisoners taken between 1800
and 2000, )

Aug lst and 2nd continued the drive South with Rennes, France as the objective,

At 0130, the battalion under CC "B", after a march of 30 miles bivouaced % mile Worth
east of Betton, France, and remained in bivouac the balance of the day. Reconnaissance
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found the city of Rennes to be heavily fortified with troops and fortifications., On
3 Aug. the battalion minus "A" and "C" oompanies was shifted under CC "A" control
and left Betton to by-pass Rennes while the 8th Infantry Regiment took over our pose
ition., Companies "A" and "C" were attached to the 37th Tank Battalion on another
mission, CC "A" by-passed Rennes to the West and South, with the mission of seizing
the airport South of the city. In the vicinity of Crevin, the battalion ran into a
little enemy opposition. The encirclement of the city of Rennes caught the enemy
completely by surprise. Several enemy vehicles were caught on the main road just
North of Bain De Bretagne and were destroyed. The battalion went into bivouac in the
vicinity of Crevice. Four outposts were established about 2 miles to the north of
the Battalion CP, strategically located so as to block the routes of any enemy withe
drawal from Rennes, France.

4 Aug, word was received by battalion that the 8th Infantry Regiment with
attached units had taken Rennes, and also that Company "A"™ with the 37th Tank Battalion
and the F.F.J. had taken the oity of vannes, France.

on 5 Aug, the Battalion Commander, Lt. Cols. Jaques received orders from CC "A"
that the battalion (="A" and "C") as a part of a task force was to proceed to Vannes,
France and clean out any enemy there, _he Task Force consisted of A/37, B/53, Bn H &
Fq Co/53, A/24, 66 PA, ¢/10, 704 1D Bn f-1 Co) and Sv/53,

e Units of the 8th Infantry Regiment relieved the battalion in the vicinity of

" Crevine The task force left bivouac area at 1415, mission accomplished at 2000, Little
opposition was met and arrived in bivouac 3 miles North east of Vannes at 2230, Ome
platoon from the battalion wasalerted to stand by to work w th CA Officer in Vanmes,
however, only the officer was nseded.

6 Aug, the battalion remained in bivousc area 6 miles Northeast of Vannes,
sending out the Reconpaissance Platoon to patrol a large airfield, the enemy had
abandoned about 6 miles Northwest of our position. ,_The buildings and hangers had been

" destroyed but the runways were in good condition. Ihe next few days the battalion
(="A" and "C" Cos.) Was given a mission of protecting Divisions rear area and outposting
Vannes and Auray. Very little enemy activity.

At 1130 14 Aug, the battalion (="A" & "C") left area in the vicinity of
Vannes and under control of Reserve “ommand, marched to a bivouac area 3 miles East of
Vergonnes, arriving in the areast 1830 hours, travelling 86 miles without encountering
any snemy. The next morning the battalion left their area for another march to St.
Calais, France. On the march, detoured around several bridges that the enemy had
blown up arriving at a point lé-milos West of St. Calais at approximately 2200, trave

elling a distance of 113 miles, meeting no opposition. Remained in this area until
161300, at which time Regan a 30 mile march to an area 5 miles Southwest of Vendome
arriving at 1600. Companies "A" and "C" rejoined the battalion in this area at 1800,
16 August, coming up from the vicinity of Lorient, France.

The battalion was alerted at 0700 18 Aug as part of CC "B" and to be ready
to move within an hours notice. Left the area at 1230 and marched to an area in the
vicinity of the eastern edge of La Loupe, arrived at 1900, travelling 81 miles. Wo
accidents or ensmy encountered, Remained in this area until 20 Aug at 1000 when the
battalicn resumed the march (still under control of CC "B") to an area one mile South
west of St. Laurent, arriving at 1700, travelling 91 miles. At 2000 the battalion
was transferred to control of CC "R" and Co. "B" was given a mission to outpost a line
from Blois to Reaugency. One platoon was sent to Blois, one to Mer and one to Beau=
gency. *he platoon at Blois reported small arms fire from the south bank of the Loire
River throughout the night.

Company "A" was ordered out by CC "R" to outpost a line from H‘ung Sur Loire
north to the town of Preau on 21 Aug at 1930, Company “C" was alerted to stand by
for orders from CC "R".

On 22 August the Assault Gun and Mortar Platoons of Hq. Co were ordered to
the vicinity of Mer., departed at 1500 with mission of firing at a few scattered tar=-
gots that were harassing our troops from across the river, Results of the mission
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were very satisfactory.

25 Aug at 0715, the battalion under CC "R" left the vicinity of St. Laurent
and marched to an area about 4 miles north of Villeneyve., No accidents or enemy one
sountered. Yistance travelled 124 miles, The 26th and 27th of August were spent in
assisting CC "A" and relieving the 1l0th Armored Infantry Battalion in Troyes, with the
mission of clearing out the oity of enemy and to outpost and guard all approaches to
the oity. Casualties were light. Many enemy were taken prisoner. At 2030 27 August
a part of the 35th Division relieved the battalion. ‘he battalion was given the mis=
sion of taking the tommn of VitryeLe-Francois approximately 40 miles Yortheast of
Troyes, stopped for tha night about 10 miles Northeast of Troyes. Continuing the march
at 0700 28 “%ug on Vitryel®s-Francois, arriving at the outskirts of the town at 1100
hours meeting very little opposition up to this point. Reoonnaissance showed the town
occupied by enemy., Companies "A" and "B" orossed the Marne River by wading end seizéd
the highground Yort: of the town. The battalion (= Co. "C" who was attached to the
37th Tank Battalion and assisted in the capture of Marson at 2000) set up a defensive
position on the northern outskirts of town. An undetermined mumber of enemy were killed
and taken prisoner. 4 good number of vehicles were captured or destroyed.

The battalion area was shelled throughout the night from the city of Vitry-
1e~Francois. The 29 Aug orders were r ecieved from CC "A" that the battalion would proe
ceed to St. Dizier to an assembly area there, At 0700, 30 Aug, the battalion left
area 2 miles North of Vitry=1e-Francois, Near the West edge of St. Pizier, the advance
guard came under A/T. artillery and small arms fire and at 0916 tanks and artillery

were brought up into position. ©Large calibre AA guns were located in a large airport
just West of town and were brought under fire by our Division Artillery. “he prtillery
Liaison plane reported about a battalion of enemy in the vicinity of Villers=Eu=Lieu
and artillery was brought down on this area. fanks and Infantry were then sent in to
olear the village. Many vehicles and guns were destroyed with many enemy killed and
a good number of prisoners taken, the balance withdrawing to the East, The battalion
then wutposved the town and airport and awaited further orders, )

51 Aug at 0900, the battalion left the bivouac area lj miles North of St.
Dizier with the mission of advancing to the East and seize the town of Commsrocy and
to establish a bridgehead across the Meuse River, encountering very little resistance
on the march to the objective. Arrived in Commercy at about 1700 and went into bive
ouas 2 miles North of Vignot at 1500, An enemy column of foot troops was observed
passing through Boncourtegur=Meuse going East. 4rtillery fire was brought down on
this column with very good results. Approximately 60 locomotives and 20 box cars con=
taining enemy e quipment were captured atdisrouville, he area around BoncourteSure
Mouse and the area just east of Commercy were outposted by the Battalion.

Total casualties for the period 1 - 31 Aug: & KIA, SMTA, 28 WIA and 23
battide fatigue.

Enemy losses unknown because of the rapid movement of the battalion, however,
an estimate of between 800 and 1000 prisoners were taken,

2. I certify that all maps, overlays, messages and documents in all of the
above action were either destroyed or lost through enemy aotion,

For the Battalion Commander
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HEADQU ARTERS 53RD ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION 0 y
APO 254, U, S. ARMY “’”’z/}/

7 November 1944. O ¢

SUBJECT: Action against Enemy, Reports After,

TO 3 Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, AP0 254, U. S. Army,
la In compliance with Par. 10, Change No. 3, dated 9 March to AR 345=105,
dated 18 November 1529, the following report is submitted;

1 septomber the battalion was still outposting the area around Boncourte3ure
Meuse and the area just east of Commercy, France, At 0800, an enemy column was obe
served going East through the town of Boncourt=Sur-ifeuse, Artillery fire was brought
down on the road with very good results. Artillery and Headquarters Company Assault
Guns fired on enemy concentration points in the town of Boncourt all morninge Four=
teen (14) planes (ME 109ts) straffed and bombed our positions at 1300, 8everal case
ualties were suffered by Headquarters Company and the Medical Detachment fram 88mm
fire. Friendly P-47's located enemy artillery that had been shelling.our rear areas
all day and enemy troops, straffed them at 1600, It silenced them., Heavy fighting was
going on in Boncourt=Sur<Meuse, ‘he 80th Infantry Division attacked the town from
the West inflicting heavy casualties,s The enemy withdrew to the East.

On 2 September the 80th Infantry Division took over our positions and moved to
occupy ths high ground 1 mils South of Gironville braddening ;ur front and at the same
time giving us contrcl of all the high ground in the areus The battalion as part of
CC "A" continued to hold the high ground around Boncourt=sur-Meuse and Commercy until
11 september at 1800 at whioch time orders were received that CC "A" would move in t'°er'
task forces to proceed to an assembly area in the vicinity of Pagney=Sur-Moselle, 5
The battalion in Task Force Jaques left area 1 mile south of Gironville (1800 hours) £
and arrived in the assembly area 2 miles West of Vieville=En~Haye at 200 hours, Dis=
tance marched 20 miles. The Machine Gun Platoon of Headjuarters Company and one D
platoon of Company "A" was sent to Pagney-Sur-Moselle, sits of a proposed crossing of £
the river (Moselle) to protect the Engineers while they put in the bridge.

12 September the Engineers and the two platoons protecting them were under heavy
enemy mortar fire all night (Monday Night) rreventing them from building the bridge.
Received word from ¢C ™A™ thet Task Force Jagues would remain in position all daye
Company "B" sent one platoon to relieve the platoon of Company "A"™ at the river at
1200 hours, At 1500 a change of plans was received from CC “A". The battalion (=Co B)
would move to Dieulouard, France where the 80th Infantry Division had forced a crossing
and erected a bridge erly in the morning. After crossing the entire Combat Command
would proceed East to Chateau Salins and South to an assembly area to be designated
latere From thers, three task forces would b® organizsd to block the main roads
leading East from Nancy, France.

1eft bivonac area two miles West of Vieville-En~Faye at 0500, 13 September,
minue Company "B", detachad to Task Force Abe. Enroute to the bridgehead, word was
received that the enemy hLad counterattacked during the night and had blown two of the
three bridges at Diwulouard,

Task Force Abe proceeded across the remaining bridge and drove ths enemy from
the high ground. Task Force Jaques followed:and continued through Bezeaumont and St.
Genevieve, France and Wwivouased for the night 1 mile Southeast of Lemoncourt arriving
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at 200 hours. Distance marched 37 miles, Wé-Xdgler being under light artillery and
morter fire. Company "C" captured 10 prisoners and one vehicle. Campany “A" cape
tured 7 prisoners.

At 1000 hours, 14 Septomber the Assault Gun Platoon was given a mission to fire
on an enemy column approaching our position from the South in the town of Jallaucourt.
In this area, Company "C" destroyed one armored car and 1 motorcycle.

The battalion commander, Lt. Col. Jaques attended a meéting at CC ™A" and recdived
orders to have his task foroe ?roceed to Sallonnes to cut off the railroad and roads
leading from Chateau Salins. “he battalion (=~ Co. "B") left the bivouac area 1 mile
Southeast of Lemoncourt at 1730 hours and arrived in bivouac area 1 mile North of
Arracourt at 2000 hourse Original mission being changed by CC "A"™ with a new mission
of occupying high ground in the viocinity of Arracourt, cutting off the routes of ese
cape from Nancy, France when the 35th Infantry Division attacks the city 15 September.

15 September Headquarters Compeny outpost captured 10 prisoners during the night.
At 1046, company "A" brought in to the MR inclosure 200 more prisoners, capturing
them at crossroads 1 mile North of our position. At 1400, Company "A" engaged an
enemy column of 95 vehicles, both combat and general purpose. ‘he column was located
on a road running through Forest of Bezange La Grande, 194 prisoners were taken and
one enemy was killed,

16 September, Campeny "A", 10th Armored Infantry Battalion joined the battalion
to replace our Company "A" that had been sent to join Task Force Abs. The battalion
8t11l blocking the roads from Nancy. The period 16 September %o 25 Septémber -was
spent holding the high ground around Arracourt, France, Not much action excspt for
cleaning out Forest Bezangs La Grande and another gmall woods that enemy troops €s=
caping from Nancy were infiltrating through. A couple of German Infantry and Tauk
counter-attacks were repulsed,

The period 26 Ssptember to 30 September in a dug in defensive position on high
ground around Arracourt, ‘he town of Moyenvic, France seemsd to be a German concen=
tration point and caused the battalion a good number of casualties. Artillery, mortars
and dug in takks used as artillery were the main sorce of trouble from Mogenvic.
Occasional enemy patrols tried to penetrate our lines at different points, but with
no SuvCess,

During the period 1 to 30 Septemter, the following casualties were suffered by
the battalion and inflicted on the enemy.

FRIENDLY
Personnsl - Vehicular end Weapons.,
€ Yllled in pction 1 3tondx4 9 MG's .50 Cal.
5 Yissing in Action 1 F/7 M3A1 2 MGt's .30 Cal,
40 Wounded in Action * 1 Trailer Ammunition M10 7 SMG's .45 Cal,
74 (Battle Fatigue, 4 Rocket Launchers 8 Rifles M1 Cal. .30
Sick Non Battle) 4 Carbines. 1 60mm mortar

2 8lmm mortars.

411 ENEMY (Estimated)
39& Prisoners cf War 370 xilled,
Vehicles Captured Vehicles destroyed
3 Red Cross trucks 1 Truock 10 Trailers
2 Red Cross Ambulances 3 Armored Cars 48 2% tont rucks
2 2% Ton truocks 14 Motorcycles 9 Staff Cars.
3 Sedans 2 Misc. Vehicles 4 Wagons
3 biocycles 40 Sedans 4 Buses
1 motorcycle 10 Panel Trucks 30 bicycles
2 .50 Cal MG's (US) 1 20mn AA Gun 1 75mm Gun
2 Airplane Engines (US) 1 88mm Gun 1 MK VI Tank ,
y
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Awards issued Septs

Silver Star Bronze Star
Capt Roy C. Breaux Co "c" Capt John R, Finnegan Co "A"
Capt Hosah Holloway Med Det Capt Robert R. Volz Bn Hq
Pvt Peter Patera Med Det lst Lt John P. Petrelli Co "c"
Maj. Henry A. Crosby Bn Hq T/Sgt Manual Figuiera Bn Hq
Tec 5 Lester Burns ¥ed Det S/bgt Edmond J. Saintignon Med Det
Tec 4 Marcus Watson Med Det Tec 5 Benjamin Westenzweig Bn Hq
Tec 5 Edmond W. Andres Bn Hq
Pfc  Harold Mongold Bn Hg
Pfc Peter Vukadinovioch Bn Hq
S/Sgt Joseph Kreise Co "C"
S/Sgt Frank Flym Hq Co
Tec 5 Glen Dickens Med Det
Pfo William Sorenson Co "c"
Capt Luther Keller II Bn Hq
lst 1t Ervin W, Smith Hq Co
T/Sgt Arthur W. Pugh Co "c"
/ 8/Sgt John G. Teffenhart Co "A"
sgt Jumes Wheten Co "A"
Pfo Frank D, 2icker Co "A"
Tec 6 Joseph Russe Med Det.

The period 1 October-7 October the battalion still in a defensive position Lolding
high ground around Arracourt, France. he night of 7 October the 10lst and 1C4th Infants
ry Reziments moved into our positions, "On the 8th of Ootober all elements of the bate
talion were relisved by the above regiments of the 26th Infantry Division ard moved to
the vicinity of Bezange lLa Grande and held under CC "A" control as mobile reserve to
assist the 26%h Infantry Division. From 8 Ootober to 18 October gtill under cC ®A"
mobile reserve in vicinity of Bezange La Grande. During this period passes to 5% of
the command to visit Nancy.

On 19 October the battalion was given the mission of gumrding bridges in Nancy,
Laneuveville, and St. Nicholas. The companies were moved as follows= Company "A" to
Laneuveville to guard 4 bridges; Company "B"™ to S,. Nicholas to guard 4 bridges and
Company "¢" to Nancy to guard 5§ bridges. Battalion Feadquarters and Headquarters
Company moved to Lenoncourt. ‘he battalion remained as above until the evening of tho
26th when Companies "A", "B" and “C" were relieved by the 25th Cav. Rec. Bn..

Company "B"™ moved to an assembly area 1 mile west of lsnmoncourt. Company "A"
was attached to CC "A" and moved to an assembly area 1 mile North of Remerville.
Company "C" moved to Haraucourt and was attached to CC "B". Headjuarters Company and
Battalion Readquarters remained in Lenoncourt,

The battalion (&=Co "A" & "C") was ordered undar control of CC "R" 31 October.
The period 28 = 31 October was utilized by Co. “B" and Hq. Co with the aid of the 24th
Fngineers in training in attack of a fortified position.

For the period 1 =~ 31 October the following casualties were suffered by the
battalion and inflicted on the enemy

FRIENDLY
Personnel Bquipment
2 Killed in Action 7 Carbines, Cale. .30 K1
10 Missing in Action 1 Ppistol, Auto, Cal, .45 ¥1911)1
15 Wounded in Action 1 Rifle Cal,¢30 M1903=p4 (Snipers)

88 Sick or Injured (Non Battle)
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ENEMY (Estimated)
2 Prisomers of War 69 ¥illed or Wounded.

Awards Issued October 1944,

STILVER STAR BRONZE STAR
T/Sgt Edward J. McCormack Co "B" Maj John G. Hughes Bn Hq
2d Lt Ivan D. Green Co."B" Capt Reno Bitzel Bn Hq
Tec 5 John Dankoff pec Det Capt Stanley W. Sampson Bn Hq
e Edward E. Hasenbuhler Med Det Capt (lifton E. Blackburn Hq Co
Pfc Elvin Bean med Det Capt ‘homas E. Pell Coe"A"
Tec 5 Lyle Francds Macd Det Capt Alfred J. Owen Co "B"
Fvt Lyle Vincent Med Det Capt Roy C. Breaux co "c"
Capt Arthur W. Barbart sv %o
Capt Mortimer I. Ironson ¢
lst 1t Alfonso Zawadski Sv Co
OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO BRONZE STAR WOJG Ronald Plews sv Co
W0JG Leo A. Dzialowy Sv Co
lst Lt, Robert F. Everson Co "B™ 1T/Sgt Foy R. Bouknight Co my"
8/3gt Anthony Laurino Co "A"
Sgt  Raymond Cooper Co "g"
Pfe  Riochard Pomager Co "CY
Tec § Edward Lsmme Wed Dat

2. Attached hereto S-2,3 Journal for period September 27 to 8 Octobers NoO
mossapges available, Operationsconducted by radive I certify that all maps overlays and
documents for the above period were either destroyed or lost through enemy actiona

For the Battalion Commander:
égﬁg?“rr' ,
Capt., 53rd Armd? Tnf. Bn.,
1 Incl; $=2,3 Journal. Adjutant.
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